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INTRODUCTION. 


VCH is the Conſtitution of hu- 
man nature in its preſent condi- 
tion of Being, that the views men 
take of an Afer-/tate have a 


moſt apparent influence on their 
temper and actions. Do they firmly believe 


endleſs happineſs to be inſeparably connected with 
a life of piety and virtue, they cannot but pur- 
ſue righteouſneſs whilſt they act in character; 
that is to jay, whilſt they form their behaviour 
by their judgments, or act upon received Prin- 
ciples. This is a truth plainly reſulting from 
the nature of things, foraſmuch, as that man 
muſt be ſelf- condemned, whoever he be, who 
can fo far trifle with the convictions of his own. 
mind as to pay little or no regard to them. 
Now, this is evidently the caſe of all ſuch who 
are in judgment perſuaded, that an 2 


rr 
\ 5 
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well-being depends upon preſent ſteady regards 
to truth, and yet dare violate her laws, and 
not wy ſo, but take pleaſure in ſuch violations: | 


Bur there are a ſort of people who have 3 
out a way of obtaining quiet under their VIS 


and FoLLIEs, notwithitanding they pretend to 
fay, that they believe themſelves deſigned for 
endleſs being ; and that Heaven, or the State of 
bleſſedneſs which they hope for, will be a ſtate 


of perfect purity and holineſs. — To reconcile 


this horrid inconſiſtency, they have found out 


many inventions. Some have preſum'd upon 


the principle of God's being merciful. This 
they have learn'd to be a truth from Ob/ervati- 
on and Experience, They diſcern his tender 
mercies to be over all his works: And they 
have obſerv'd him very indulgent in his provi- 


dence towards the unjuſt and the unthankful. 
They have found his goodneſs expreſs it ſelf in 


acts of lenity and forbearance towards them- 
ſelves ; judgment has not been executed upon 
them for their evil deeds. And they not only 
reaſon thus in themſelves, but they find the 


vwiſeſt and beſt men of the ſame opinion, vig. 
that God could not make any creature with a 


deſign to damm it; and hereupon they conclude 


falſly, that they ſhall be quite /afe by commit- 


ting themſelves to Hg mercy, however wickedly 


they have paſſed off life. I fay, this concluſion 


of theirs is a falſe one, and the effect of raſh- 
neſs: For, had they coolly conſider'd, they 


would have diſcern'd, chat altho' God never 


made 
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made any creature with a deſign that it ſhould. 
be damn'd, yet theſe powers and capacities of 
happineſs which diſtinguiſh the moral from the 


other parts of the creation, are ſuch, as may be 


ſo far abus'd as to be wholly perverted by the 
creature from the intention of the CREATOR; 
and fo render it, that is, the creature, , incapable 
of mercy. . | 


Bur to remove all difficulty that might ariſe 
from a perſonal indi ſpofition for happin eſs, there 
are thoſe who have invented a foreign qual, ifica- 
tion; theſe have imagin'd that by an eaſy tranſ 
ferring act of the Almighty, the rectitude and 
purity of another, would, in fact, become 
their own perſonal meetneſs; and that they may 
plead it, and rely upon it as ſuch, — It is not 

to be wonder d at, that men of this turn of 
mind, have run into the moſt extravagant ſen- 
timents, and cheriſh'd the moſt unworthy Ideas 

of God — even fo barbarous and profane as ta 
. ſuppoſe, that he could ſee no manner of fin or 
vice in them. That they might indulge to 
drunkenneſs or to any debauchery, to injuſtice or 
any kind of oppreſſion or cruelty, God could on- 
ly look upon them through the righteouſneſs 
and purity of another, foraſmuch as they be- 
long' d to the election of grace — Surely, a great- 
er indignity cou'd not be offer'd to this wiſe, 
equitable and holy Being, than to imagine that 
he has contriv'd a medium that ſhall thus de- 
ceive his own infinite underſtanding ! And that 
he cannot now ſee things as they really are! 
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Befides, this invention effectually defeats the 
moſt divine addreſs of mercy and goodneſs, by 
relaxing mens regards to perſonal righteouſneſs 


and purity, placing in their ſtead a Proſimptu- 


o act of ferth in another for gg 


Tu IS enormous, frightful maſk, having 
been artfully put upon the docirine of Cbriſti- 


anity, has prejudiced the minds of a great ma- 


ny who have unhappily taken up their opini- 
ons, and form'd their ſentiments of the Chri- 


ſian revelation from the writings and teachings 


of theſe Innovators ; without ever being at the 
pains of a careful and impartial examination in- 
to the writings of the New Teſtament. By this 


means, the doctrines of the benevolent and ho- 


ly Jeſus have become the ſubje& of contempt 


and ridicule. Men thus prejudic'd can never 


propoſe to themſelves any real pleaſure or ſa- 
tisfaction in feeking after the jr:end/hiþ of a 
Being, who, they apprehend, diſpenſes his fa- 
vours 1n ſo unequitable, weak, and unreaſon- 
able a way. They muſt not expect to be treat- 
ed by him according to their perſonal meetneſs: 
No; they have only this one chance to depend 
upon, vig. that of having been nominated and 
ckoſen from eternity, through the merit of ano- 
ther. And if they ſhould not have the good 
fortune to be among the ele&, they ſtand no 
manner of charce of avoiding eternal damnation, 


let their conduct be ever fo circumipect. 
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on would be tempted to think, that 2 
man of any common capacities (that has a ſenſe 
of right and wrong) could not well reliſn Chriſti- 
anity, if e was once brought to imagine this to 
be the doctrine of it. Sooner, ten thouſand times 
ſooner, would he ſit down and content himſelf 
with that ſatisfaction which he feels reſulting 
from a conſcience void of wilful and allowed of- 
fence againſt the plain dictates of the light of na- 
ture: And rather conclude, that if Revelation 
can give no better account of the final iſſues of 
being, he may rationally ſuppoſe, that there is 
no wiſe or juſt ſoverei gn at the head of things; 
but that the whole is in a ſtate of anarchy and 
confuſion! and of conſequence, he may fecure- 
ly depend upon it, that his cen being ſhall ſind 

riod in death. — Upon this onde he 
wall be chiefly folicitous ta obtain all that quan- 
tum of, pleaſure of which his appetites ang ſen- 
ſations can render him capable. He will in- 
deed, if he makes the beſt uſe of, what we 
call, his rational powers, adjuſt his gratifications: 
to the rech of the appetite or capacity; and 
not chuſe to weaken, or impair it by 
any excels. But, as to any of thoſe diſpoſiti- 
ons, which we are apt to denominate divine, 
religious virtues, he will have no manner of 
concern about cultivating theſe, ſince he will 
defire no acquaintance with fuch a weak, capri- 
cious Phantom which men have firſt created, 
and then deified, The very tangle I T 
Sovereign. gives him the utmoſt 9 0. 
eads 
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leads him not only to a bare wiſh or hope that 
there is no ſuch a God, but firmly to believe it. 


Ił a man ſo unhappily prejudic'd againſt the 


Revelation of Jeſus, having weakly taken its 


character from miſtaken men, and not from 
the writings themſelves, ſhould happen to 
extend his ſurvey more impartially, and range 
the accounts of pagan or barbarous nations, 
through the ſeveral ages of their Hiſtories, he 


will find, by the univerſal conſent of tradi- 


tion, that they have generally ſuppoſed /ome- 
thing neceſſary to be offer'd in order to appeaſe 
their Deities; and that they have not contented 


themſelves with oftering their corn, their wine, 


or their oil; but they have facrificed ſheep and 


oxen, Nor have they reſted here, but have 


proceeded to human ſacrifices ; making the ve- 
ry fruit of their bodies an atonement for the ſin 
of their ſouls! hereby intimating plainly, that 
they thought their Deities were angry and re- 
vengeful ; and that they were to be pacrfied and 
pleaſed with ſuch ſervices. Which apprehen- 


ſions muſt ariſe from want of right conceptions | 


of the Almighty, whoſe perfect bleſſedneſs can no 


way be diſturb'd by the creature's tranſgreſſion; 
no more, than it can be encreas'd by his obedi- 
ence: They muſt ariſe from want of knowing, 
that vice and immorality extend no farther than 


the creature in their effects, rendering it unmeet 


for happineſs, or a poſſeſſion of the true end of 


being. So that he muſt ſee all ſuch commutra- 


tions to be vain and trifling ; that they debaſe 
the 


IntioduBtion. xo 7 
te dignity of the Supreme Being, vail his amia- 


bleneſs from the minds of the offerers, and can- 
not be attended, in ſuch a light, with any uſe- 


ful effect. 


Ta1s Examiner may perceive theſe pagan 
originals copied out with great improvements 
among a Set of men, who call themſelves, The 
CATHOLICK Cnußch and pretend to mono- 
polize Chriſtianity to themſelves. — By their 
_ doctrine of purgatory, by their abſolutions, pe- 
nances, and indulgencies, he muſt be led to 
think, that if theſe men are in the right, or 
under an infallible guidance, their God muſt 
be an inconceivably weak, ſordid, indigent Be- 
ing; that can and does ring changes on the eter- 

nal laws, and-ſettlements of things, at the plea- 
fs of his prieſts, and whenever it is for the 
profit and honour of their CHuRcn, which, 
they would have you think, is for his own gl. 
7y { — This proſpect muſt greatly ſtrengthen 
the Examiner's prejudice againſt the Coriftian | 
ROY | 


Bu T on the other hand, could bs but once 
diſcern that the whole deſign of the Mediation 
of Chriſt, was to heal, cure, and rectify the 
maladies and diſorders of mankind ; to open in 
a more full and clear manner the ſ- everal branches 
of truth, that concern man's being, and the per- 
fection of it: More particularly, that it was to 
give him the moſt unconteſtable evidence of 
God's — kind and propitious to the whole 

human 


1 Introdutti 1. 
human family; that Chriſt's death and fer. 1 


ion were ſo far from being the effects of incenſed 


wrath or juſtice, that they were, in reality, the N 


moſt compleat and finiſhed evidences of __ | 


will to men 


1 Sar, could an Infidel diſcern this, as he 
plainly might, from the obvious concurring - 
ſenſe and harmony of all the New Teſtament 


writings, he would ſoon be enabled to think 


very conſiſtently about a FUTURE STATE; 
the opening of which, ſeems to be the GREAT 


INTENTION of this divine Revelation. And, 


in truth, the unfolding and explaining the na- 
ture and circumſtances of that world and ſtate 


which lie beyond the grave, was every way 


worthy a divine Revelation; and an errand 


well becoming that divine Perſon, The SENT 
of God, the Saviour of men. 


Tu firm belief of an after exiſtence, or a 
Rate of retribution, reſt have a conſiderable 
effect and influence upon human conduct. 


F or, 


LET us fuppoſe a man firmly l 
that the narrow bounds of this preſent life 
would ſet limits to his being: He muſt have 


no manner of concern about his accountable- 


neſs for his conduct, with which principle 


there ſtands inſeparably connected an imagi- 


nation, that there is no preſiding intelligent 


mind or principle that gives laws to beings and 
s things: 
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things; or, that js concern'd to ſecure. the in- 

tereſt, order, 9 r happineſs of the univerſe: 

ant that a A unguided. rotation obtains 
by n inc anceiyahie fatal ty or chance. FY 


TH HIS  atbeifflical notion of things is very 

likely to haye a malignant influence on h 

| gonduct; ; F if once a man admits that the 

world is ngt under Law to a ſupreme Gover- 

nor, he will look vp 55 pope Fa a mere ma- 

chine, 0690p 'd Blind fatality to ſuch a 
courſe of gongug, 1 no way liable to a far- 

ther examination. Men under theſe prejudĩ- 

ces will readily conclude, that as ſoon as Death 


has done-its office; the whole farce is over, 
and that inward principle of reflection or con- 


ſciouſneſs, 7 they find a little troubleſome 
at preſent, wil Nb. not bein Tani of = 6 far- 
ther uſe to the di 'd piece of 


SUCH ſentime have 1 a Fes 
. to de . human conduct; ſince, 


upon the prix N es of fatality, that harmony 
and order whiat pals in the world, is but 
by change. 80 that ter is no ſolid ground 

ar the cxeature's love an 4 approhation of regu- 
le and aer. | 


N EVERTHELBSS, as chats appears in man 
a governing principle or motive 2 which he 
qirects his actions, v7 We that of /elf-love, it is 
natural to ſuppoſe, that when 12 erceives 
fre ions ſtand cam ted With fuct Thee 
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upon himſelf as do afford an agreeable ſenſa- 


tion or perception; and that ſuch contrary 


actions are neceſſarily attended with effects that 
are painful or diſagreeable: Though the man 


ſhould be fo weak as to imagine this to be the 


eſtabliſhment of undefigning fate, yet he may, 
by the order and beauty which he diſcerns in 


one ſort of conduct, and the diſorder and defor- 


mity that appears in the other, be ſo far in- 
fluenc'd, as to act in that manner which is call- 
ed virtuouſly : Even from this principle of /e/f- 
love; that is to ſay, he is moſt likely to prefer 
that ſort of temper and action which gives him 
er upon the reflection, to that which gives 
1M pain. „ 5 


T'x1s we might reaſonably expect would be 
the choice of man, endued with reaſon, intelli- 
gence and choice; but when we conſider him 
as ſurrounded with material objects, which 
make an immediate addreſs to his ſenſes and 
appetites, and do ſtrongly impreſs them ; he 
may be ſuppoſed as eaſily diverted from carrying 
his thought and reflection to that pitch which 


is neceſſary to ſet things in a true light; [com- 
paring their natures, and weighing their ten- 


dencies, being requiſite :] And therefore, in or- 
der to the greater ſecurity of man's virtue or 
right choice, ſome ſhorter way of determina- 
tion will ſeem neceſſary. But there is none 


left, unleſs he call in the aid of a ſupreme Go- 
vernor and Lord, to whom he can aſcribe the 
origin of this ſettlement, and to whom he 


Can 


— . Ms 


£% 
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can attribute a conſtant ſu opens and 
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WHEN 3 thus confer himſelf as a 
creature of God, and as a ſubject of his Go-: 
vernment ; when he can diſcern that there is 
an amiableneſs and beauty in all his conſtituti- 
ons: that he is perfectly wiſe and good, as 
well as powerful or almighty, he muſt then 
be able with confidence to rely on him for be- 
ing and well-being. He may do this, whilſt 
he knows himſelf to be under the direction of 

thoſe laws or ſettlements that take place in the 
moral world. So that by a ſingle glance at 
his omniſcience, the temptation to offend will be 
damp'd in its force: The affections of love and 
Fear darting towards this ſupreme Lord, will 
inſpire with a ſeaſonable caution, and by this 
means keep off the infection. | 


AnD what can be more natural, than that 
this pious contemplation ſhould fix an expecta- 
tion in the human mind of being better ac- 
quainted with this infinite Spirit ? The ſecuri- 
ty of exiſting beyond the grave, and of being 
perfected in thoſe amiable diſpgfitions which 

ariſe from order and proportion in the moral 
world, which ſecurity is to be had under the 
diſplay of omnipotent power, infinite wiſ- 
dom, and goodneſs unc angeably wiſe and 
perfect; 5 whole correſponding with the 


moſt noble and exalted Ideas we can poſ- 


Ws form either of Being or of Govern- 5 
F 25 n= 8 
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Tut various branches of Truth teſpecting a 
fate of retribution, ate deliftedted in their 
ſeveral attitudes, with fo much ſolid judg- 
ment and ſkill in theſe ſheets, that 6ne can- 
not forbear hoping that this performance will 
greatly contribute to tlie ſettling the minds 
of ſuch, who are honeſt, and not afraid of 
truth, The worthy AuThor of theſe Pa- 
pers has had the ſatisfaction, of their having 
done ſervice whilſt in Monuſeript. And 
from a generous concern for the preſent in- 
quiſitive and Anorbing, but too unſettled age, 
he has order'd their publication — The ma- 
nifeſt ſpread of inſenſibility or thoughtleſneſs 
with regard to the weight and importance of 
moral truths, is 4 dreadful reflection upon a 
people or nation fo enlightened with the 
diſcoveries of their diſtinct natures, theories, 
or characters, as ours is. In order to affiſt 
in the remedying of this evil, and removing 
this deformity, they are now ſent abroad in- 
to the world. , 


Tue Author defired ſomething might be 
added ; I was therefore willing, as I had the 
papers by me, to add a ſhort chapter or two 
upon the uſefulneſs and advantage of a far- 
ther Revelation, which I have thought would 
harmonize with the deſign of his Papers. 
There was to have been Tubjoyned 749 Efſays 

" 


upon the flature, or rather, the. duration of 
Fo rü RE PUNISHMENTS, One upon the 
ſuppoſitien of their being endleſs: the other, 
upon the ſuppoſition of their deſtroying” the 
ſubject; wrets more immediately as an an- 
ſwer to à Book, entitled, The Muri nnmaſt d; 
and Mr. IE R. WRITE“ Reſtoration of all 
Thins; But the publication of theſe muſt he 
deferr'd for the preſent. If hereaſter it may 
be thought fit to publiſh them, they may 
ſtand as a proper Supplement to theſe Eſſays. 


To conclude; what is now offered as an Ix- 
TRODUCTION, Was occaſion'd by a view of 
the importance of taking GOD into our 
thoughts, and of admitting his Government 

and Rule in the —_ of a virtuous cha- 

racter. For as my Lord Shafteſbury ſays of 
Atheiſm *, © Tt can be no great ſtrengthening 
c to the moral affection, no great ſupport to 
the pure love of goodneſs and virtue, to 
ce ſuppoſe that there is neither goodneſi nor 
e beauty in the wHOLE it ſelf; nor any ex- 
** ample or preſident of good affection in any 
_ © ſuperiour Being. Such a belief muſt rather 
** tend to the weakening of the affections from 
any thing amiable or ſelf-worthy, and to 
** the ſuppreſſing the very habit and familiar 
** cuſtom of admiring natural Beauties, or 
** whatſoever in the order of things is accord- 
** ing to juſt deſign, harmony, and propor- 


* His Characteriſticks, Jul. I. p. 70. 
| < tion, 
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ws --- 3 Intros ion. . 
e tion. For how little di 


ebe to love or admire any thing as orderly in 


* the Univerſe, who thinks the univerſe it ſelf 
« a pattern of diſorder? How unapt to re- 


ce verence or reſpe& any particular ſubordi- 


e nate beauty of a part; when even THE 


de WHOLE it ſelf is thought to want PE OY 
nite 


s fection, and to be only a vaſt and in 
6: deformity ?” „ 


diſpos d muſt a p rſon i 
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FUTURE STATE 


To be expected on the 


PRINCIPLES of REASON. 
1 1 oo 1% a auf 
E AM enz that I have been ſo 


* 72 6 long hinder'd from giving you 


tor on 


(ME 43 grounds of our expectation of 
« Ma future ſtate upon the prin- 
* ciples of Reaſon. I ſhould have been very 

glad of ſome diſcourſe with the Gentleman 
ou mention'd to me when I was at London, 
” « expreſſed to you his doubts, whether 
te there really was any thing, we have either 
* to fear, or to hope for beyond this preſent 
« Ute; but was J0 ingenuous as to acknow- 


a * ledge, that if he could be convinc'd of this, 
cc he 
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my thoughts concerning the 
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0 FR | ſhould not how! um elf of FS 1 
85 Files, which he did not think it RY Þ 1 
* indulge under his preſent apprehenſion. I 


« Since I was prevented the pleaſure of his 


. © converſation, I have, in compliance with 


<* your requeſt, drawn up the following ſheets, 
ce which you may communicate to him: For 
cc you may remember that you was of opinion, 
as well as my ſelf, that altho' Di/cour/e giyes 
* the advantage of f peedier replies toarguments, 
<« yet it is not always the ſureſt LP of ſetting 


< things in the plaineR light,” 
Tur method in which 1 . ee is as 


| follows. 


I Do not think that the mere light of reaſon 
is ſo clear as to ſhut out all doubt; but as I 
take it, there are ſo many ſtrong probabilities, 
as do, in all other caſes, incline men to act 
agreeably to thoſe views, and render the con- 
trary Og unreaſonable. 


Ir a future ſtate cannot be demonſtrated, it 
may however be the greateſt prudence to act as 
one that has a great many inducements to ſup- 
15 there is ſuch a ſtate, and not to run any 

zard if it be ſo. 


To be aſſur' d that we can never be con- 
cern'd in any thing hereafter (as the Lord 


Shafteſbury well obſerves) we muſt perfectly 
| unde r- 


an the 


3 what it is that concerns or en 


bo in-any thing preſent, We muſt truly 2 


; 3 Or, in what this SELF of Ours con- 
| alte We muſt, as he obſerves, have ſome 
better argument againſt pre-exiflence than 
merely that. we do not remember it. And, as 
he — it is in vain to flatter our ſelves with 


an aſſurance of our intereſts ending with a cer- 


tain ſhape or form; what if all ſhould be revo- 
lution ? What intereſted us at firſt in it, ſhould 
be conſider d. And, fince the materia/ ſyſtem 
_ admits of ſo many alterations and. changes, and 


yet we continue the fame conſciouſneſs, who 


knows whether, upon the ſu ppoſition that 


thought was nothing but the reſult of matter and 


motion, but that, When the groſſer parts of our 


bodies are diſſolved, thoſe finer parts which. are 
the cauſes of thinking, may be united to, or 
lodged in ſome proper receptacle, and conſe- 
quently our conſciouſneſs ſtill continue? ſo that 
I ſee no ſecurity, upon any principles that we 
can have, that the ene . e thall dif- 


continue. 


To thoſe =P who believe this World to” 


be the Effect of a wiſe deſigning Cauſe, every 


thing will appear pe xd, ED future 
World be excluded. ce | 


By r not to enter upon many Rs which 
do, in different degrees perſuade, N ſhould 
cchuſe to conſine my ſelf ein theſe limits, 
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27 


I. THAT as there is one Way of acting, which 
7s moſt agreeable to the conſtitution of every in- 


dividual among reaſonable agents, and moſt con- 


ducing to the publick good; and alſo moſt ſuitable 


to the relation we ſtand in to God, as our Crea- 


tor, Preſerver and Benefattor, ' which reaſon 


diclates t us; ſo 


II. Tnosx dictates of Reaſon, are the Laws 
of God; or the fignifications of his Will, that we 
ſhould aft in that manner. And, 


III. Since they are the Laws of Ged, he 
muſt have provided for the obſervation of them, 
by annexing ſuch ſanctions to them as are every 
= ſufficient, if duly attended unto, to over- 


allance the . ons which may be in our 


2 to neglect the obſervance of them ; or to ſe- 


cure to the obedient, the good which thoſe Toms | 


are defign'd as means of ern 


IV. THAT what 7s neceſſary 70 the ſupport of 
Government, will in the Event take place, 


V. THAT F this be not ſuſpciently 4 in 
the preſent Life, it is a plain proof that ery 


10 4 e tate of Retri button. 


" Tus, Sir, are the general heads to which 
1 ſhall confine my thoughts, the firſt of which 


is indeed of the greateſt importance, as it moſt 
tends to * the ſubject; for 1. can hardly 


2* think, 


. 


on the Princi Mes of Fwy 


think, that a ſurvey of human nature, 3 
with the infancy of reaſon under its beſt im- 


provements, will ſuffer one much to doubt of 


the deſign of the Creator to bring it to a more 
mature ſtate. 


PROPOSITION I. 


My firſt propoſition then f is, That there 15 
one way of action, which is moſt agreeable to the 
Conſtitution of every individual reaſonable agent, 
and moſt conducing to the publick good, 5 . 4 7 | 
moſt ſuitable to the relation wwe ſtand in to God, 
as our Creator, Preſerver, and Benęfactor, 
which REASON dictates to Mie. 


I Pract the morality of human actions in 
this agreement. And conſequently, whilſt 
the frame and conſtitution of things are, what 
they now are, they notify to a thinking Being 
what his conduct ought to be; as truly, as 
the kind, figure, ſize, and ſuitableneſs o any 
materials direct an artiſt what parts of matter 
to make uſe off, to form any piece of work 

which carries in it ſymetry and Praga 


AND as there is real ſymetry and proportion 
in nature, altho' from the cuſtoms of different. 
nations and people it may receive accidental 


variations; or their Ideas may be more or leſs 


perfect, according to the ſtrength and improve 
ment of their natural faculties; ſo there is in 
human actions, as related to different things 

| D 2 and 


| 
| 
| 
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and perſons, and their different circumſtances, 

as real an agreement, or difference. And it 
would be as well and wiſely propoſed, for a 
man to ſatisfy his hunger by playing on a mu- 
ſical inſtrument, as it would be to make any 
kind of action ſuit an object under whatever 
circumſtances and relations; for inſtance, giv- 

ing of our good things to a perſon that we know 
is in a ſtate of fulneſs; and refuſing them to the 
neceſſitous, is contrary to that ſymetry, reaſon, 

and proportion that there is in nature, or re- 
pugnant to the ſettled relation of things; ſo 
that the fitneſs of action does not ariſe from 
opinion or impoſition, but has its foundation in 
things themſelves; for if the objects are real, 
and the relations real, A and wrong are rea- 
lities alſo. 


MoRALITY ſuppoles a natural object, and 
is a certain ſtate of that object, or ſomewhat 


with which 1 it is clothed, which is, in a man- 


ner, as perceptible to the mind, as the object 
it ſelf i is, conſidered in its Exiſtenee. The ob- 


ject con fidered meerly as exiſting, with its pro- 


perties of exiſtence, is the ground of phyſical 
knowledge : But the object of moral know- 


ledge is that ſtate, or clothing it ſelf. e. g. The 
Virtue which is charity, ſuppoſes two men; 


but the man who is the Receiver is not confi- 


der'd meerly as man, but as one in want, ho- 


neſt, and as having a diſpoſition to contribute, | 


as far as he can, by his natural activity, to the 


ſupply of his own neceffities: Now this yu 
*M 


en the: Principle of Reaſon... 2x. 
of a man, may be as real, as the exiſtence: of 


die man is real: And there is as real a ſuitable 


neſs betwixt beneficence and ſuch a man, as 
there is in any natural proportion: And if the 
latter is not imaginary, neither is the former. 
The object of this moral act ſ indeed a 
man; but his being a man, is not, by it ſelf 
and diredtly, the object of my charitable act, 
but as he is in want, honeſt, and having a dif- 
poſition to induſtry. The fitneſs therefore of 
acts to objects, or their ſuitableneſs to each 

other, is 4 about which morality is conver- 
fant, And the diſcerning and conforming to 
this, is the moſt important work a realms 
creature has to do. 


Bur farther, the e en an 
give to my ſelf ſenſitive pleaſure or pain, mult 
not be thought to LS 
action morall for that may be and 
fit, which * ee 2 A 
man is ob to be juſt to in his 
debts, A himſelf and farnil titer fee | 
ſent hardſhips by it, and it is in it ſelf righ 
fit that he ſhould, And therefore by —.— 
pleaſure and right interfere, as they may do for 
a time, a man is obliged to poſt 
ſure, and give place to right. Hence 
ſafe to define a moral action by its procuring to 
my ſelf the greateſt preſent good; or to make 
it the ſame as a preſent advantagious action. 1 
ſhall not here diſpute, whether man can have 
no other motives of action but PROM or =_ ; 


but, 
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but, ſuppoſing this to be the caſe, I would ſay 
that pleaſures and pains will come under com- 
putation. And a preſent pleaſure, which would 

in its conſequents draw upon me a far more 
laſting pain, and twenty times as intenſe as the 
preſent pleaſure, would be irrationally choſen. 

And even this way, there is a real right or 
wrong courſe of action, as ſuch action tends to 
produce ſuch effects. 5 

THESE things being premiſed, [ proceed to 
the conſideration of the Propoſition in the 
branches of which it conſiſts. 


§. I. Man, ſingly conſidered, confiſts, as 
to his compoſition, of reaſon, imagination, and 
ſenſe. And ſuch as his frame i is, ſuch ought 
his action to be. For as his action bears a juſt 
proportion to his frame, and is adapted to — 
attainment of the greateſt, and moſt durable 
3 which that compoſition allows of, ſo far 

is action is right and fit; and ſo far as it pre- 
vents that good, and conſiderably interrupts (if it 
does not totally obſtruct) it, it 1s irregular; and 
more ſo, in the degree that it introduces diſ- 
order, and painful reflections or ſenſations. 
Therefore the true intereſt, and rational ob- 
ligation of every man, conſiſts in preſerving, 
as much as poſſible, harmony i in his own na- 
ture ; that there be no ſedition or convulſion 
within himſelf; that that govern in him which 
ought to govern, and that — which aan 


to obey. 
Now 


- Now it being evident, that reaſon is the 
principal faculty, or the diſtinguiſhing excel- 
lency of humane nature, and defign'd to correct 

the Errors of imagination, and the Exorbitances 

of the ſenſitive appetites; whoſe peculiar pro- 
W vince is alſo to ſearch after truth, and to en- 

W quire into the natures, and relations of things, 

W eſpecially as thoſe objects are capable of affect- 

ing him with pleaſure or pain, and to reflect 

upon his own actions as ſuitable to, or as fall- 
ing beneath the dignity of his own nature as 

a rational agent, and of conſequence, of crea- 

ting to himſelf ſhame and confuſion, or of af- 

fording to himſelf matter of ſatisfaction and joy; 

T)his being, I ſay, the province of Reaſon, it 
will follow, that neither the pleaſures of ſenſe, 
or of imagination, are to be indulg'd to ſuch 
a degree, as is deſtructive of our health and 
vigour ; nor indeed ſo as to diſable the under- 
ſtanding from attending to its proper objects, 
and efpecially to what is the true and principal 
happineſs of man. For, as we find in our na- 
tures an irreſiſtible deſire of being happy, and 
yet are conſcious that. the materials of happineſs 

are not within our ſelves, but are to be brought 

in from objects without; the principal uſe of 
humane reaſon lies in ſearching into the nature 
and cauſes of happineſs; or what objects are 
moſt fitted to produce ſuch a degree of hap» 
pineſs, as our frame and - compoſition will 
admit, . 1% Ta 
AND 


? 
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An if reaſon be our diſtinguiſhing wade” | 
the principal happineſs of humane nature muſt 


ariſe from its improvements in Sa what 
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moſt conduces to its own intereſt, or cre 
ates the greateſt ſatisfaction to it ſelf, For no 


* HERE 4 - $7 3 
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man can be approved by himſelf, hs contra- 
dicts his own judgment of what is fit and be- 

coming him to do; or whoſe actions are pays 
ceived not to be conformable to his reaſon, 


Tus proteſts of his own reaſon, or colluitipnd 
_ againſt his conduct, are, in the nature of the 
thing, a cauſe of uncafineſs; and conſe equently, 
as the principal office of reaſon is to bark after 
the trueſt good, or the moſt real cauſes of * 
pineſs, ſo there can be no ſufficient cauſe of 
happineſs, but what is adjuſted to the prin, e 
faculty in man: which being his reaſon, 
fincereſt and moſt laſting happineſs muſt flow 
from the mind's being conſcious of its own ap- 
probation and Purſuit of ſuch things as give 
reaſon the dominion over Fancy and Senſe: 
or of its reg lating both theſe, ſo as not to cloud 
and oppreſs the operations of this faculty it ſelf, 
as having objects of its own which are its pro- 
per good : ſuch are the contemplations of cauſes 


and effects, order and beauty; or a regulation 
of all theſe in ſuch a manner, as not to ſuffer 
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[i ö | them to interfere with the regard we owe to 
[| the rights and intereſts of other Beings to whom 


we ſtand related, or to obſtruct the exerciſe — 
e voy ; . 


7 i . 


bn the. Principles of Reaſon, 25 
| that love, or benevolent affection, which we 


3 


+ WI T HIN theſe limits all our faculties may 
have their proper and diſtinct gratifications, and 


a felf-good may be purſued: whatever is beyond 
» boy * * . „ d he 7 . 1 
5 them, is irrational, and therefore irregular be- 
: eanſe irrational: reaſon being, in the order of 
5 nature, à rule to a reaſonable Being. 


IxD ERB, as Life is the foundation of all en- 
joyment, the firſt care of a reaſonable creature 
= muſt be to preferve life. Afd therefore we 
W maſt, in the firſt place, ſeek after ſuch things 
as are neceſſary to ſupport it; and what time: 
we can ſpare from the pufſuits of what is ne- 
ceſſary to this end in our reſpective ſtations, 
W the ſtudy and purſuit of greater degrees of hap- 

| pinefs challenge from us. And in proportion 
to the degrees of time, and opportunities we 
have when our neceflary care about this bodily 
Life has had its quota, the obligation of every 
man is to ſtudy and purſue; principally, what 
conſtitutes his principal happineſs ; and to take 
the moſt proper methods to obtain it, either by 
reading, meditation, and reflection on himſelf, 
or by converſation with. others, as theſe are 
upon obſervation and experience found moſt 
to promote the greateſt good,  _ 


Bur it follows, from this account, that it 
can never be the wiſdom, nor intereſt. of any 
of us, to give a looſe to our paſſions; nor to 

| com- 
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commit our ſelves to the firſt appearances of 
things, as our fancy may repreſent them, with- 
out conſulting reaſon, and taking the means of 
informing our reaſon, that we may guard as 
well as we can againſt deluſion and diſappoint- 
ment, — and eſteem or regard objects, according 
to their power to create a more ſuperficial or 
ſolid, a momentary or a more laſting fatiſ- 
faction. And conſequently, as to act againſt 
reaſon, is a real ground of ſhame and remorſe; 
ſo to lay reaſon aſleep, or to neglect ſober re- 
flection, is obſtructing our real happineſs, or 
not admitting thoſe objects from whence the 
trueſt happineſs ariſes to come into the view of 
the mind. This has an ill effect, if there were 
no future ſtate, inaſmuch as it deprives a man 
of perceiving and enjoying the beſt things, as 
intellectual truth and beauty certainly are. 
And if there ſhould happen to be a future ſtate, 
the indulgence to ſenſe and fancy in unallow- 
able degrees, muſt in ſuch degrees diſqualify 
for happineſs; for what can we judge of a fu- 
ture ſtate, but that it 1s, if there be one, de- 
ſign'd principally to gratify the nobleſt faculties; 
but he that conforms his Taſte principally to ſen- 
ſual pleaſures, loſes the diſpoſition to enjoy in- 
tellectual pleaſures. And therefore the poſſibi- 
lity that there may be ſuch a ſtate, is a juſt 
reaſon that we ſhould a& ſo now, as not to be 
indiſpoſed for a happineſs which may be. 
But I have already ſhewn that ſuch a perſonal 
conduct as would unfit us, is in it ſelf unrea- 
ſonable, and therefore unjuſt. 

> 1 


N 


on the Principles of Reaſon. 27 


1 Now proceed to conſider the ſecond 


branch of the firſt propoſition. | 


. II. Fx AT there is one way of acting, 
which is moſt conducive to the good of Society, 
which reaſon dictates. 


THAT we are born into the world in a na- 
ked, defenceleſs, and indigent condition, can- 
not be denied; and if we were not born, as it 
were, into the hands of reaſon, and tender at- 
fection, our condition would be miſerable be- 
yond all expreſſion. | 55 


To prevent this, our Creator has, by cer- 
tain inclinations implanted in our nature, even 


anticipated the exerciſe of reaſon; and, by a 


= tenderneſs, common to us with other animals 
= towards their own Off-ſpring, taken care for 
| the ſupport of our infant ſtate. 


Bur as our intellectual facul:ies improve, 
we ſoon diſcover the reaſonableneſs of Chil- 
drens dutiful reſpe& to their parents, and that 
we ought to requite their unwearied endeavours 
of our welfare, with love, and reverence, and 
obedience to their equitable commands. 


Tux Parents alſo, cannot but diſcern, that 


as their Off- ſpring are of the ſame ſpecies with 
themſelves, they are concerned to promote, 


according to their capacity, the cultivation of 
their minds. E 2 | WE 


encreaſes, their condition, with r 
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We may  obllervy alſo, that as the family 


ture ſubſiſtence depends upon the joint en- 
deavour of the ſeveral capable 


the Parents, together with their eldeſt Off- 


ſpring, muſt contrive and act for the good of 


the whole family, and keep together ſo * 


as s their mutual neceſſities 3 


WHEN the Parents can, with "IF aſſiſt- 


ance as they may receive from their other chil- 


dren, by their proper care ſupport the family, 


there is the ſame reaſon why their - elder Off- 


ſpring ſhould join themſelves to each other in a 


matrimonial ſtate (fince they have the ſame af- 
fections, and the fame natural liberty). in or- 
der to raiſe a diſtin oy” from chat in which 
they were born. 


SUPPOSING Sante race to have Ae 


from one man and one woman, the World 


could no other ways be enereas dd, and it was 
neceſſary to that end, that Brother and Siſter 


ſhould be Huſband and Wife; but, out of 


fuch circumſtances, it is unfit to allow that li- 
berty, or that, without neceſſity, the fr ft 
partings of nature ſhould be thus blended and 
confounded, | 

THERE 


* | 
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parts of this 
little ſyſtem, to promote each others good: 
Thoſe whoſe abilities of body or mind, are 
molt fitted to act and contrive, are by nature 
form'd to take care of the weaker: ſo that 


OR INI Te c IETICT 
S 
FP 


pg ESI Ns 


2 Ro 5 FT 
<4 2 * 


8 = 
ORs 


= * 
5 5 $7 FS 8 OE SOS 
s A 8 n 
NEE: r 
8838 N20. ARTE? 


Th Foe * n 
BEES; 8 
. 

. 


n 
: 2 8 * 
LE 2 


* - Ti ” : S 
CCC ˙ TT YE 
* * oh F Hoa 
8 „ . 
F . Te gy? 
. WAS 755 | CLI TE 
e n by „ 
n n 


64" 


= 


2 5 
= 

AR 
RIS on? bY 


88 


\y e 


n 


beg 
—. 


joyments, it will be nepeſſary to form a more 


„ 1 "71 @, me. We ey 


| the Pri of Rio * 


TERRE are alſo ſome things which no eir- 
cumſtances will admit, as that a Parent ſhould 
hate a dutiful Child; but other things will be 
fit, or unfit, according to variable circumſtan 
ces: which is a dif tinction of great uſe in 


morality. 


IT is to my pre 3 urpeſe to conſider, 


| | | that as Families multiply, po of goods and 


property become neceſſary ; or, that there 


| | ſhould be meum and fuum. And as the mul- 


lication of mankind multiplies the degrees, 
Fr png of wants, ſo barter and exchange 

will Nos. neceſſary ; . and reaſon San, | 
that veracity, juſtice and equity are the pillars 
of ſociety; and that in order to enforce the 


practice of the latter, and for mutual ſeeurity 


againſt ſuch, whom diſcontent, or a greedy 


defire of having and PR may tempt to 
diſturb others in their rights and 2 en⸗ 


extenſive civil Community; and to agree non 
fuch rules as reaſon directs for mutual censern 
and behaviour; and mutually to oblige each 
ether to act according to thoſe rules; dis | 
their better obſervation, to appoint ſame perions 
to whom, for theſe ends, vis. tor the mere 
fafe enjoyment of their mutual rights, and ſar 
the greater ſecurity of the good of ſociety, they 


fubmit themſelves, as being the Guardians ang 


Protectors of it: From . K. conſtituted rela· 


tions a great 9 2 behaviour reſull. 
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30 A Future State 20 be expected 


Ap as mankind multiply, the relation of 


Maſters and Servants will become abſolutely 


neceſſary to the common good. The narrow 


circumſtances of ſome, will not admit their 


providing for themſelves things neceſſary, but 


by contracting with others, to ſubmit their cor. 


poral abilities to be employ'd at the direction, 
and for the benefit of others; in recompence 
for which they receive maintenance and wages, 


from whence many other rules of action derive. - 
But as nature decays, and mens abilities de- 


creaſe, and particular perſons become incapa- 
ble of ſupporting themſelves, or may happen 
to be born under ſome natural diſadvantages, 


reaſon directs to a compaſſionate regard to their 


neceſſities: To what purpoſe elſe was compaſ- 
fion planted in human nature? And, as I was 
once my ſelf helpleſs, and muſt have periſh'd 


without the kind help of others, and am like- 


ly, if I live long, to come into the ſame ſtate, 
ſo, my reaſon tells me, that if I will ſnew no 
pity to others who now want my help, I ſhall 
deſerve none hereafter, And from hence, kind- 
neſs to one another, or an inclination, and 
mutual endeavour to aſſiſt each other all man- 
ner of ways, as it has a certain tendency to our 
own, and alſo to the common good, is highly 
teaſonable. And confidering how much of the 
comfort of life depends upon mutual reſpect, 


Ko 


and complacency, the moſt extended affection, - 


which is conſiſtent with a due care of private 
good, is the certain method to render my own 


VIE 
9 . e F n SE EE Taka, 1 3 - KEEL) , : Cn 1 vs i . * 
7 So 3 [7 $7352, = TIN) r © 2 r INES. IH eee, . of RE LI . —9 0 
. rs 25 ed! Ew Og * 7 3 hee? 2 25 La. : . IL I 2 * — vibe 5 Bs. i, 8 5 8 wy th X; OT VOTES: >, q + ay 
We > e By eee e ee ee eee UE I DN 
F ⁵ ⁵ FT. o . ß CS 


4 P 7 
e 

Er 

Zen Fly ws WII 8 by 

8 CES LY, 3 Rs 2 F 8 — r 8 5 . 

. r * RY a EDS; n Ne 1 

n 5 2 8 7 e - n 9 NETS Sed 
— een * * o I =_ 1 . „ * & =_ 4 wy * \ 


255 
5 


on the Principles of Reaſon. 31 


perſon and the Community, as happy as our 
preſent circumſtances admit. And by how 
much I ſubſtract of the exerciſe of benevolence 
to ſwell and encreaſe private good beyond its 
due boundaries, I take an effectual method 
(ſince others have the ſame liberty as my ſelf) 
to obſtruct, if not entirely prevent my own 
perſonal welfare : inaſmuch as the public con- 
tributes more force or activity to my private 
= good, than it is poſſible for me to return to 
= them; and conſequently, my happineſs is ne- 
= ceffarily, in the nature and reaſon of things, 
involved in, or connected with the publick 
good. From whence it is evident, that there 
is real moral ſocial virtue, as there are com- 
munities; and the reality of the one, is not 
greater than the reality of the other. Which 
was the thing to be provid. 


I Now proceed to the third and laſt part of 
the firſt propoſition, vis. Re all 


Fi. III. TR Ar there is a certain way of act- 
ing, moſt becoming the relation we ſtand in 
to that Being who is our Creator, Preſerver, 
and Benefactor, which reaſon dictates to us. 


He that cannot preſerve himſelf in Being, 
muſt depend moſt certainly upon ſome other 
Being. as the cauſe of his. And as we find 
mankind, and all animals, have but a tempo- 
rary exiſtence, they, and all mankind muſt 
have a Maker, or Chuſer of their Being what 
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32 4 Future State 70 be erprcte4! 
they now are, and of whatever they can be in 


any part of duration; and if the nobleſt Be- 


inęs we know are derived from another, this 
cauſe can be no leſs than an intelligent deſign- 


ing cauſe; and therefore they cannot be the 
produce of ſenſeleßs, unintelligent matter. 


AND as, whatever intermediate Cauſes Se 


| may be, ſome original deſigning Caufe there 
muſt be, which is it ſelf active, as well as in- 


telligent, and not only ſo, but that Cauſe muſt 


be free from compulſion; nothing but the per- 


ceived fitneſs, and goodneſs of the things to be 
form'd, could be the indueement to him to 


make them; and he could be under no con- 


ftraint to do what he did, or be under the in- 
fluence of any phyſical neceſſity, becauſe there 
is none above him; neither could he act, con- 
ſidered as a wiſe and ſelf-ſufficient Being, from 
malevolence and ill-will ; or make any ſenſi- 
tive, or reaſonable creature with that view, 


| that it ſhould be, becauſe it was made, mier 1 


able; or by his own arbitrary will, diſpoſe one 
Being into ſuch circumſtances, as that, meerly 


by its exiſtence, this ſhould be miſerable, and 


another happy. But, as this all-wiſe Being 
had an idea of the thing to be made, and of 
what that thing was fitted to produce, and as 
this Idea was to the divine underſtanding beau- 


tiful, and its being beautiful was the reaſon of 
bring ging it into exiſtence ; 
and ſelf- active, it muſt be capable of encreaſing 
its happineſs, by the exerciſe of its faculties up- 


and if intelligent 


- ON 


FD 


Being, as of the Idea; and in the proportion 
that it recedes from that order of acting, is 


on ſuch objects as it perceives ſuitable to pro- 


duce it: Every ſuch rational Being, conſider'd 


as an agent, cannot but be amiable to its Ma- 
| ker, in proportion to its active endeavour to pre- 
ſerve it ſelf in, and conform it ſelf to the true 


intents and ends of its own Being; as ſtanding 
in ſuch relations, and performing ſuch acts as 
it is capable of with reſpect to its own make and 
frame, or as related to the Community, or to- 
wards himſelf, as the author and head: of this 


intellectual Community. For, in this way, 


the thing exiſting is as beautiful, as it was in the 
divine idea; and conſequently there is the ſame 
reaſon to be pleas d with, and to approve of the 


in the ſame degree unamiable to him that 
made it. e 


To create, and preſerve, do not, of them- 
ſelves, lay a rational foundation for adoration, 
love, reverence, ſubmiſſion, fear, hope, truſt, 
thankſgiving, and praiſe, but as the Creator 
and Preſerver employs his natural perfections 
for benevolent purpoſes; the Author of Being, 


is, in reſpect of his inherent excellencies, and 


good affections, moſt worthy of admiration, 
reverence, and adoration. Towards him, as 
having the concurrence of all poſſible perfecti- 
on, and the moſt equal and kind diſpoſitions, 
ſhould the mind aſpire. Him we ſhould love 
with a ſuperlative affection, ſince, from the 
cloſeſt union with him by knowledge and love, 
8 the 
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34 Future State to be eupected 
the pureſt, and moſt ſatisfying delight muſt 
reſult; whoſe loving kindneſs is of more con- 
cern to our happineſs, than that of the uni- 
verſe beſides; him ſhould we fear to offend, 
who can inflict upon us the utmoſt degree of 
miſery ; who from his holineſs diſapproves and 
hates all iniquity. To his orders we ſhould: 
ſubmit, as to thoſe of a Being who is perfectly 
wiſe, who perceives the neareſt and ſhorteſt 
way to attain the happineſs of which I am ca- 
pable ; and being ſelf-ſufficient, can have no 
private intereſt which interferes with, or any 
way oppoſes the happineſs of his obedient crea- 
tures. Him we ſhould depend on; hope and 
truſt in. To him ſhould we ſeek by Prayer, 
for the ſupply of our wants. To him ſhould 
we give thanks, and render our continual 
praiſes. | 


Tu Ar theſe are dictates of reaſon evidently 
follows from our having an idea of God, and 
faculties capable of ſuch acts: and no other 
object 1s qualified to have the mind fo conver- 
fant about it ; it has neither the natural quali- 
fication, nor the merit. So that ſuch acts are 
exactly ſuited to what he i is, and does; and to 
deny him ſuch acknowledgment, is apparently, 
unjuſt. So that there is, morally: ſpeaking, or 
in reſpect & of our behaviour towards God, pie- 
ty, or impiety, as certain as there is God and 
Creature ; and conſequently, morality has as 
ſure a foundation as the exiſtence of things. | 
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on the Principles of Reaſon. 45 : 

IN ow proceed to the ech propoſition, 
een i 

Tu AT theſe dictates of Reaſon are the Jaws 


of God; or the fignifications of his will that we 
ought jo to act. j 


r I ere ee CONS 


H Ap not God exiſted we never could have 
been. And as the conſtitution and frame of 
things, and the mutual dependance they have 
upon one another is from him, ſo, all thoſe 
judgments which, upon attention and applica- 
tion, we make conſonant to that ſtate of 
things, muſt be ſuch as he wills we ſhould 


make. 


. 
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1 FoR as he gave us thoſe faculties to exer- 
= ciſc, fo, what is the reſult of that regular exer- 
ciſe of them, muſt be his law. As he de- 
ſign'd thoſe faculties for ſome end, ſo they 
could have no valuable end, but to diſcover 
Truth and Goodneſs, to promote order and 
happineſs. $2 


AND therefore, what appears right and good 
to us, muſt like wiſe appear ſo to him: For, 
if in the regular uſe of our faculties, we judge 
and conclude one thing, and God ſhould judge 
otherwiſe, there would be endleſs confuſion 
and contradiction in the intellectual world. 
On the contrary, as far as our ideas are clear 
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36 4 Future State 20 be expected 


with reſpect to the ſuitableneſs of ſuch a way 
of acting towards objects in ſuch a particular 
ſtate and relation, all rational Beings muſt have 
the ſame thoughts of the ſame things : and 
conſequently, the divine judgment muſt har- 
monize with every dictate of reaſon, with re- 
ſpect to what is fit to be choſen, or avoided. 
And, as God is a Being that is pure and holy, 


always approving or diſapproving according to 
his unerring judgment of what is fit and right, 


he muſt will, that we ſhould act according to our 
Judgments truly made; 1. e. according to ſuch 


judgment as are neither the reſult of feng, nor of 


any irregular affection, which are the ſources of 
error and miſtake, and frequently put a falſe 


bias upon the judging faculty with reſpect to 


our conduct: and it ought to be the great con- 
cern of every man to guard againſt their influ- 
ence, Let it be carefully obſerv'd in conſe- 
quence of this propoſition, That thoſe things 
which before appear'd as diCtates of reaſon, and 


were ſtil'd virtues or vices, muſt be now con- 


ſider'd as duties or tranſgreſſions : Since the 
ſupreme Being, by virtue of his creative act, 
and the propriety he has in us ariſing from 
it, has a right to oblige us to determine our 
actions conformably to our perceptions of what 
is fit to be done. And by the fame act of rea- 


ſon that we know we are his creatures, we al- 


ſo may know that obligation. 
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on the Principles of Reaſon. 37 


PRoPosSITION III. 


SINCE theſe dictates of reaſon are the laws 
of God, he muſt have provided for the obſerva- 
tion of them, by annexing ſuch SANCTIONS 70 
them, as if duly attended to, are ſufficient 10 
over-ballance the temptations mankind may have 
to neglect the obſervance of them. 


- By SANCTIONS, F underſtand ſuch natural 
| good or evil, pleaſure or pain ariſing out of 


.obedience or diſobedience, as if duly attend- 


ed to, will excite or reſtrain the agent. 


Man is a ſenſitive as well as rational Be- 


ing, and although the intereſt of both may be 
| adjuſted fo as to act unitedly to the good of 


the whole; yet ſince they are in nature and 
kind diſtint, there may be a ſeparation of 
intereſts, 1 Vi T 


ANIMAL appetites and affections do af 
themſelves incline to their reſpective objects; 
and every grateful-imprefſion enlivens the paſ- 
ſion: and the more frequently thoſe impreſſi- 
ons are repeated, the inclination acquires great- 
er ſtrength; this, in the nature of things, is 
unavoidable. wy ten 

AND as ſenſe and fancy have the advantage 
of ſtarting firſt, ſo, during the infancy of reaſon 
and reflection, theſe tendencies have in them no- 


thing 


4000” 


thing directly criminal, becauſe, as yet, there 
is not in nature an oppoſite power of reſiſting 


and controuling. 


Wx only come at this by diſcerning an 
higher intereſt that reaſon has of its own, and 
by comparing things together we perceive in 
which way it may be promoted ; this 1s op- 
poſed by the over-indulged ſenſe and appetite; 
but by the exerciſe of confideration, we become 
capable of controuling thoſe appetites and af- 
fections gradually, and of reducing them into 
better order : without which capacities we do 
not commence moral agents, which ſu 
power antecedent to obligation, or that, to the 
neareſt or moſt immediate act of duty, there is 
firſt a power given. The Theological Queſtion 
which aſks, whence is that power now derived? 
is of no uſe, as to the preſent caſe; it being 
evident, that if God be now the Governour of 
mankind by laws, he has furniſh'd them, ſome 

way or other, with powers to comply with the 

neareſt acts of duty. As ſoon then as the mind 
becomes capable of diſcerning moral differen- 
ces, and is excited to attend to them, then law, 
and obligation takes place. And as our deter- 
minations and actions accord with the reaſon 
of our minds, we perform our duty, or on the 
contrary, commit ſin. And the obligation 
riſes higher in proportion as our opportunities 
and means of improving reaſon are greater. 
And we ſhould ſtir up our ſelves to ſet reaſon 
on the throne, which by confideration, practice, 
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and may be effected: the: laſt 
n vrhich the Soul ſubjects: it ſelf t to "his 


demand; and by its ſtrivings to be what it 
| ſhould; it attains, in ſome meaſure, to 'be what 


it ought. 
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IHRE chews COMMENCES: the 8 
flesh and ſpirit. And it is very: obſervable, 
that our paſſions do not grow: very irregular. | 
till we are of ſome age; and then: the lau in 
the. members wars e the lau of nee 
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don of us, being, come now to ſome * 
of guſt, and the loue of ꝑleaſure being 72 
W: 7 yet the mind perceiving that there may 
riminality in thoſe pleaſures, — fn — 
trouble, ſhame-andfear attending» thoſe ſenſuak 
-njoyments; which it ĩs eonſcious . ĩt has indulg d 
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"5 u, forbidden degree, and havigg by: experi- 
once learm d that there is evil as, welt as goody” 
= then comes on the compleat obligatiom to reſuſt 


evil: each degree of which: reſiſtance is the 

mind's triumph it congratulates it ſelf i mee 
ſuch. act of dominion, andi feels a ſecret plea· 

ure over-ſpreading it felf. This, like other 
ſenſations, will decay, although: the approba- 
ion of it (ef: as ig dune e remnins. = 


Fine is- addi a ie emainin — 
hat is evil, even when remorſe, fear, and 
ſhame are worn out; but notwithſtanding / this 
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reaſonable rule of life, but for the pleaſing 1 


| 


40 A Future State 10 be expelled. 


of theſe pleaſures, andif we ſuffer the forbidden. 
object to be familiar, and revolve it in the mind 


and let fancy enlarge the proſpect, the ſenſe. of 
pleaſure will be more quick in its operations to 
enflame deſire, than reaſon to raiſe averſion 


and abhorrence from the turpitude of the 


action: ——reaſon it ſelf informs us, that to 


oppoſe future pain to preſent unlawful pleaſure, 


and future pleaſure to preſent pain, (which may 
in many inſtances attend virtue at preſent,) and 
that in both kinds it be ſuch as ſhall preponde- 
rate in a conſiderable degree, and, if duly con- 
ſidered, be ſufficient to allay and cool the deſite, 
and ſo guard againſt the paſſion, is the beſt and 


moſt effectual ſecurity againſt the growth of 
— inclinations, and for cheriſhing virtuous 


For this is oppoking ſenſe to ſenſe. It 


18 A plain that the duplicity in our natures, or va- 


riety of intereſt, is that which creates the 4 
of tranſgreſſing. For no man would oppoſe 


ſome appetite, which cannot be gratified, in 


that particular way or degree, but by tranſ- 


greſſing the law by reaſon. Deſires are raiſed. 


by the appearance and impulſe of objects, and 


are generally painful till ſatisfied or repelled, 


There are but two ways to do this; Ei 
bare reaſoning; or by. raiſing ſome oppoſite 17 
ſion or ſenſe; altho it may not operate ſo ſtrong- 
ly: as the irregular ſenſitive pailian does, - For. 


9 conſidered þ OY 3 us i 
our . ; but the weight of Hing A" 
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the contrary fide, the fear of ſome greater evil 
to follow, is (with the generality, if not in 


ſomeè circumſtances with all men) neceſſary to 


aid and aſſiſt reaſon to throw off that which 


bdiaſſes the other way, till the habit of virtue be 
= confirm'd, © bh 


Tu E deſire of pleaſure is ſtronger than the 


love of naked truth; and therefore in order to 


break off our commerce with any favourite 


ss abſolutely neceſſary: or that ſome time or 
other the pain conſequent upon that indul- 


gence, will be greater than the preſent plea- 
ſure. For to what putpoſe ſhould I deny my 
ſelf any gratification from which no hurt will 
follow? The deſire of happineſs will be upper- 


WT moſt, if there be nothing but the meer rea- 
ſonableneſs and fitneſs to oppoſe it, in ſuch 
weak and frail Beings as we are. Therefore 


meer Laws, or declarations of the will of God, 
which have no other effect, are not ſufficient 
to keep us ſteady and firm to a uniform courſe 


4 -- {-- 1 


AND therefore; as God is a wiſe Lawygiver, 


he muſt have annexed ſuch ſanctions to his 


Laws as are ſufficient, if conſider'd, to work 
upon our fears or hopes; that ordinarily no 
temptation from preſent pleaſure or pain, ſnould 
be, in the nature and reaſon of things, effica- 
cious enough to draw us off from the path of 
virtue; | | 7 
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WA effect ſuch ſanctions may have in 
the event upon the agents, is, of diſtinct 
conſideration from what they ought to have at 
preſent ; becauſe men may, if they pleaſe, 
neglect to inform themſelves, and live incon- 
ſiderate and careleſs as to the conſequence of 
their actions. 


TE ſum of this propoſition is — That as 
man is both rational and ſenſitive, and the dan- 
ger of tranſgreſſing lies chiefly in the force of 
our animal affections, which are continually 
ſolicited by preſent objects, it is neceſſary that 
laws, in order to their being effectual, ſhould, 
as they are obey'd. or diſobey'd, be attended 
with a more ſenſible good or evil. than can be 
had in the greateſt pleaſures of fin, or which 
may be endured in the courſe of virtue: other- 
wiſe, there is no ſufficient rational motive to 
comply with them. That I call a ſufficient 
rational motive, which is ſufficiently adapted 
to our preſent Conſtitution : But unleſs we can 
be more happy in the way of virtue, than of 
vice, we have not ſufficient motive to fall in 
with the fide of virtue : nor to forſake vice, if 
the pain of following it, is not greater than 
the pleaſure of it. No man falls in with vice 
to fatisfy his reaſon, but to reap pleaſure; and 
ſhould pleaſure in reality, and continuedly lie 
on the ſide of vice, and pain on the fide of 
virtue, the temptation muſt be too ſtrong ; be- 
cauſe the Idea of order, and the beauties * i 


on the Principles of Reaſon. 43 
ſtill accompanied with an overplus of pain, is 
not a ſufficient match for the natural attraction 
of pleaſure, or our averſion to pain: If it was, 
ca contemplative mind might be happy in Pba- 

Aaris's Bull. MR 


PRoPosTTIoN IV. 


Tart fourth Propoſition will admit of eaſy 
Proof, if the preceding ones are well ſupported, 
vi. That what is neceſſary to the ſupport of Go. 
vernment, will finally take place, 


Io ſuppoſe that God ſhould give men fa- 
culties by which they collect ſuch things to be 
= their duty, and that he has annexed ſuch ſan- 
= {tions to thoſe laws, and yet, that in the event, 
che ſinner ſhall fare as well as the obedient, is 
for God to throw up all government, and to act 
in contrariety to himſelf; it is, to be concern'd 
to maintain order and virtue, by laying ſuch 
reſtrictions upon his creatures, and then to lay 
all open again by an unconcernedneſs whether 
Wy laws are obey'd or not. This will never agree 
WW with the known characters of the ſupreme Be- 
ing, as wiſe and holy; as having a juſt regard 
to public order, and to keep his reaſonable 
creature out of the ſtrongeſt temptations to do 
evil: nothing would render a human Governor 
more contemptible than this, and therefore this 
muſt be at the fartheſt remove from the King 
of the Univerſe. I do not intend to ſay that 
God muſt puniſh ſin by the ſame neceſſity that 
i & 2 he 
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he exiſts: for to puniſh or ſpare, is his right, 
in that latitude which conſiſts with the rea- 
ſons of Government; but, that ſuch as have 
tranſgreſs'd to that degree, that to pardon them 
relaxes government, and diminiſhes the juſt fear . 
of his diſpleaſure, cannot be conceiv d ſuitable 


to _ meral Character. 


ProPO5ITION V. 


Tu Ar therefore, if there be not ſu ficient 
diſti nftion made betwixt the virtuous and the 


vicious, in the preſent life, this is a plain proof 


that there is a future ſtate. 


 Tarar I call a ſufficient diſtinction, which 
gives the encouragement to virtue, and lays an 


effectual reſtraint upon vice, if ſeriouſly con- 
ſidered. 


HavinG therefore already prov'd, that 
there is a rule to meaſure actions by, whether 
they are right or wrong, the Queſtion is, Whe- 
ther, ſuppoſing no future ſtate, the virtuous 
man has ſufficient encouragement to keep cloſe 
to the rule of right ; or there be, on the other 
hand, diſcouragement enough lid in the way 
of the ſinner: and whether God has either way 
ſufficiently ſhewn his approbation or abhor- 


rence of the one or the other? 


In order to . this, 1 hall conſider 


the effects of virtue and vice, either as to their 
natu- 
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natural conſequences, and what may in any 


| way be obſerv'd to attend the one or the other, 


and ſo as to become ſufficient motives to keep 
cloſe to a courſe of virtue, or to deter from 


Firſt, I SHALL conſider the effects of vir- 


tue and vice. 


T EHE effects of virtue are ſelf. approbation, 


and honour amongſt men, ſo far as other men 
are diſpos'd to eſteem and treat ſuitably a virtu- 


ous character. 


Tux virtuous man alſo, in the degree that 


he is ſo, apprehends himſelf the object of divine 
= 2pprobation. e | 


Tux Sinner when he thinks ſoberly, is the 
object of his own diſlike, and of the contempt 
of others who are of a different diſpoſition, and 


is the object of divine hatred. 


For the divine regards are founded in rea- 
ſon; in the ſame degree that he loves righteouſe 


| neſs, in the ſame degree he hates vice : and 


5 therefore if God be holy and righteous in his 


proceedings, whether men are good or bad in 
a higher or lower degree, perfectly or imper. 
fectly, it having been prov'd that God governs 


che world, and it being ſuppos d that Death 


makes an end of us, the advantage muſt lie 
on the ſide of the virtuous man, and it with 
1 8 1 — 
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appear reaſonable that he ſhould be in the 
happieſt ſtate. For, altho' a } virtuous man 
may not deſerve to live for ever, but- as his: 
virtue 1s imperfect, might ceaſe to be, as well 
as the habitual ſinner ; yet, his condition whilſt 
he dbes exiſt, does certainly deſerve better of 
the Almighty, than that of the ſinner, and to 

be exempted from affliction in a far * 
degree than He: For, there certainly is a 
comparative difference. One fears God, and 

the other fears him not; one labours to pro- 
mote the public good, the other draws to him 
ſelf whatever he can; one lives up to the dig- 
nity of his nature, and the other in a great de- 

gree levels himſelf with the Beaſts. God ap- 

points one ſort of acting, and forbids the other; 
but equally, as we now ſuppoſe, ſhuts up both 
theſe ſorts of agents in the grave without any 

farther intention. | 


THAT we may ſee whether, upon this ſup- 
poſition, ſufficient encouragement be given to 
keep cloſe to the rules of virtue, let us take 
into conſideration the ſtate of the righteous 


Man. 


Ax p here it muſt be obſerv'd, that virtue 
and piety do not make a man happy, purely 
by.themſelves, but as they lead alſo to enjoy- 
ment; for it muſt be confider'd, that a man 
can enjoy happineſs of one kind, even that of 
eaſy conſciouſneſs, but very imperfectly; un- 
leſs he is, or bopes to be, free from other _ 

caly 
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ealy circumſtances which virtue cannot remove; 
and therefore virtue and piety cannot of them- 
ſelves, and without taking in ſuch views and 


| proſpects, ſecure to a man any happy or plea- 
 ſurable enjoyment of himſelf. | 
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| Good and bad men therefore may be con- 
Ws ſider'd in very different outward circumſtan- 
ces; or in ſuch as are, as to their influence 
upon the content of the mind, pretty near up- 
on the ballance. 
þ a 

As to the firſt ſort, there are variety of 

caſes. | | | 


Sou very virtuous men have very un- 

healthy conſtitutions, and endure many grie- 
vous pains; are in no condition to procure to 
| themſelves, but with great difficulty, the ne- 
| ceflaries of life, and therefore are incapable of 
| attaining what may adminiſter any,comfort to 
them; yet theſe men are modeſt and humble; 
reverence their Maker, and are cautious to 
avoid all moral evil. | 


| OrTHnExs of the ſame ſtamp, and ſubject 
to the ſame infirmities, have the additional 
trouble of being reduced to abſolute poverty 
by lofles which they meet with, occaſion'd by 
the injurious dealings of others with them; and, 
perhaps, are by theſe means themſelves thrown 
into ſail by ſome unmerciful creditor, where 
after they have ſuffered much affliction they 
= n 5 4 * 


1 4 Future State #o be oxpried 


end their miſerable lives, and their wives 5d 
children are expos d to beggary. | 


. 


A TRIROo ſort, purely for W fake: 
are expos'd to ſuffer torments of various kinds; 
rack'd almoſt to death, and then reſpited to 
go through the ſame torture again ; till at laſt 
nature can hold-out no longer, and rather thas 8 
deny their Maker, ch mp offer up their Fer io | 


facrifice to him. 


IT is an undoubted dictate of reaſon that 
God ſhould never be denied, or his glory gi- 
ven to another, altho' life, and all the Com- 
forts of it, ſhould lie at ſtake; ; and what rea- 
ſon forbids, God does alſo forbid ; upon this 
account, it is a neceſſary part of the homage 
we owe to him, to recognize him as ſovereign 
Lord, and never prefer the will of another in 


contradittion to his NO 


Tus three ſorts are miſerable in life, 
notwithſtanding their continuance in a virtuous! 
courſe of action; and the laſt is * ſo by 
his virtue. 


The Queſtion now is, whether with reſpec 
to theſe men, God acts up to the Character of 
a good Governor, and agreeably to his appro- 
bation of virtue, 'by ſuffering thoſe men who 
really obey him, to be under very painful and 
uneaſy ſen ations; and to ſuffer millions of 


enormous Tranſgreflors to flow in Were 
live 
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Juve in caſe, and diverſify their pleaſures ; to 
have nothing to fear after death, and go out of 
the world with far leſs pain than the perſons 
above- mentioned | 


Ir perſonal virtue under theſe cireumſtan- 


res has ſufficient encouragement, if the mo- 
tives to public ſpiritedneſs can operate forcibly 


enough, if natural piety has its preſent ſuffici- 


Went effect, if the virtuous man be; upon the 
Wcompariſon; treated as the wiſdom, holineſs; 
nd goodneſs of God require, then I muſt con- 
eis, that, in reſpect to him, there is no reaſon 
to conclude a future ſtate from the principles 
f natural light. But if unrighteouſneſs be not 


ufficiently diſcouraged; -upon this ſuppoſition. 


A that death puts an end to us, then the ſuppo- 
tion it {elf is falſe; for bad men mult be in a 
tate of puniſhment ; and ſo a future ſtate will 


— A 
- 


De prov'd; 

8 1Sfacr now therefore faithfully examine 
vhat may be ſaid. to prove; that the virtuous. 
man, upon the ſuppoſition of no future ſtate _ 
at all, is ſufficiently taken care of; with re- 
pect to the circumſtances afore-mentioned.. 


; IT may be ſaid, that the perſons 4 4 ſpe- | 
ity'd have the comfort of a good conſcience, 


; md the approbation of God, which is a ſuffi- 


ient recompence. In anſwer to this it may 


J de obſery'd, that the witneſs of conſcience re- . 
eives its force from the approbation of G 


od, 
or 
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or from the ſenſe we have that he approves 


our ways; but, if you take away from that 
approbation the bleſſing he has in reſerve for 


them who act a virtuous part now, even thoſe 
tokens of his reſpect to them, which they ſhall 


receive, after having given conſiderable proof of 


their faithfulneſs to him; take away a future ſtate 
of peace and reſt, God's approbation will then be 
a very intricate thing, if not altogether unintel- 
ligible: for, to leave his faithful ſervants ina 
far worſe condition as to happineſs than what 
is generally the ſtate of wicked men, is an odd 
way (as it ſeems) of approving them. Is it 
not cuſtomary for all reaſonable Beings, to di- 
ſtinguiſh, by ſome peculiar benefits, thoſe they 
moſt favour ? Does a wiſe Parent content him- 
ſelf with approving his dutiful Child, without 
ſuccouring and defending him; and providing for 
his happineſs, rather than for that of a rebellious 
and prodigal Son? Would not the laying outward 
advantages on the fide of rebellion ; and po- 
verty, diſgrace, and ſuffering, on the fide of 
dutiful behaviour, quite' confound any man as 
to the meaning of approbation ? Has God's ap- 
probation no other effect than to leave the 
good man in miſery, and even to be at laſt 
over-power'd by it? Should not actions and 
ſentiments correſpond with each other? 


Suppos iN, on the other hand, the reality 


of a future ſtate, and that virtue is only put to 
a preſent trial, the difficulty then vaniſhes. 


But how to make th 18 conſiſt with the attri- 
= : "KS butes 


on the Principles of Reaſon: Ix 
butes of God, ſuppoſing. nothing future, is, I 


* 4 


think, an inſuperable difficulty. 
Y ov will ſay that virtue is its own reward; 
that there is an intrinſic goodneſs in it; and 
that the dutiful perſon does what is right and 
fit. This I grant to be true, provided, the 
perſon is otherwiſe, as a ſenſitive Being, tolera- 
bly taken care of. For his compoſition being 
made up of ſenſe and reaſon, the ſenſitive part 
muſt undoubtedly be conſider d — It is true, 
the conſciouſneſs of doing reaſonable actions, wilt 
aluays be matter of ſatisfattion, when- compa- 
red, purely, with unreaſonable ones; for virtue 
Fer in their nature, ſo they 
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and vice, as they dt 


muſt differ alſo in their effects, 


Bur it muſt be obſerv'd;; that happineſs re- 
ſults from the tolerably good ſtate of the whole 
Being, and therefore altho* virtue be always a 
cauſe of rational happineſs, as oppos'd to vice, 
ſo that, in the compariſon, the wicked man is 
always the unhappy perſon when conſider d by 
himſelf; yet, in reſpe& of the whole Being, 
the ſenſitive uneaſineſs may prevail in that de- 
gree, that the mental pleaſure, reſulting from 
urtue, may be as none, becauſe of the much 
greater weight of outward affliction which may 
be upon the virtuous perſon, who has, as we 
ow ſuppoſe, no farther proſpect than this life. 
r illustration let us ſuppoſe a caſe, if a man 
vas ſentenc'd to be rack d to death for ſaying, 
hat Gratitude is right and comely with reſpect 
I . ta. 
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So that let virtue have as much ſatisfaction as 


whole Being is made miſerable, or left miſer- 


pears, that a wiſe and good Being, who. has 


no other condition of the virtuous agent, ſhould 


to a Benefactor, he may indeed, through the 
weight and length of his miſery, diſevow the 
aſſertion, but his judgment cannot alter; this 
ſhews that virtue and happineſs may part for a 2 
time, and that happineſs and virtue ate not, in 
the notion, abſolutely inſeparable. The con- 
ſciouſneſs of virtue may be permanent, but 
virtue and piety do not make a man happy, 
but as they lead to enjoyment. Experience 
tells us that pain 1s pain, and equally fo whe- 
ther a man be good or bad, fo far as ſenſe is 
concern'd : although, as far as reſolution forti⸗ 
fies the mind, that may be leſs affected by it. 


can be ſuppos d to ariſe from the conſciouſneſs 
of an honourable and. dutiful action, yet the; 


able in its virtue, if afflictions preſs 3 in ſuch a 
degree as to hold the mind attentive to them 
without =P 3 of relief. | 


From the whole, I think, it plainly ap- 


prefcrib'd a Law which is to have no effect be- | 
yond the preſent exiſtence of the ſubject, muſt 
alſo, from his perfection have provided, that 


hinder him from reaping a ſuperior pleaſure in 
the exerciſe of his virtue. But the caſe appears 
different in the three ſorts above-mentioned, and 
therefore with reſpect to theſe Perſons, I think 
the matter is plain, that a happineſs 1 is reſery d 
tor them in a future ſtate. f 
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on rhe. Principles of 8. $ 7 


4 SHALL next _confider thoſe * whoſe | 


circumſtances are pretty near hon a pg i i, | 


Axp as to ſuch whoſe outward 2 


| ces are ſo near upon a ſtate of equality, that 
| the rational happineſs of virtue remains as op- 


ſed to vice, ſo that afflictions do not break 


W in upon it, and divert the mind from attention 


to it, a future ſtate does not appear neceſſary; 
Virtue will render its poſſeſſor more happy than 


W the tran{; greflor, when theſe are DR En to- 


gether, * 


Tx1s is Ces, as far as their 1 ma- 
nagement and conduct reaches. But, as the 


common happineſs depends upon the joint ef- 
fert of the reſpective members of the Society to 


promote the public good, they that contribute 
all they can towards it, are deſerted by the in- 


activity of ſome, and oppoſed by the fraud, 


treachery, and injuſtice of others, who by ra- 
pine, violence, and falſhood, draw to them- 
ſelves ſuch advantages as do not belong to them, 


| and plainly depriye others of that farther good 
which they have a juſt right to, and muſt en- 


Joy, if others did concur with them. And as 
God has inſtituted theſe Laws, it is reaſonable 
to think that the Legiſlator, who approves of 
this courſe, ſhould order things ſo that thoſe 
men who pur ue thoſe rules, as they are ſuch 
a number of men, ſhould reap thoſe fruits 
ou their virtue has a natural tendency to 
pro- 
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produce, and which are fruſtrated A the ſloth, 
of Gforderly: actions of others, 12 bad 


'H ow om; is che peace ae welfare Xn na- 
tions expo d to the utmoſt hazard, and, fore. 
tunes, entirely overthrown by the reſtleſs and 
fadtious ſpirits: of its inhabitants? And at alt 
times, how much does it require of the activ 
vity, vigilance, and care of tlie honeſt and 
public-ſpiritod, to prevent ſuch diſmal effects, 
from the precipitant paſſions; or pro- 
penſe malice of others? Do not theſe brave: 
men deſerve to live in a more orderly Society ? 
And is it not reaſonable to think that a wiſe. 
and: good Being ſhould deſign ſome better ſtate 
for them, = cultivate all the benevolent af 
foctions ? Are theſe kind of virtues only deſign d 
ta maintain a combate, and expire in the op 
poſition they meet with. Who can think it? 
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Im we remove the ſcehe to the immediate 
2880 fe piety and worſnlip, thoſe men who em 
ploy their thoughts upon the divine attributes 
andiexcellencies;. who have the higheſt vends. 
ration'of God, and contemplate the amplitude, 
and alinoſt infinite variety of his works, * 
wonderful forecaſt expreſs din his adjuſting 
means to ends; and, from theſe: web ron 
ate tranſported: with: the inllerent excellencies 
of the Being it ſelf; which apprehenſion breaks? 
ont into all the proper acts of devotion, muſt. 
im the nature of the thing; poſſeſs a more ſolid- 


e than can poſſibly accrue from other 
objects: 
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chem the perception, that within a few —. | 
| this glorious object will diſappear, with all its 
luſtre; that then they ſhall for ever be deprived 


en he Principles of Reaſon. Is 
a dees: and therefore the pious man nit; if 


we regard the nature and quality of the achan, 


the beſt condition, when theſe gegen ; 
pe compar d with: other pleaſures, 


Bur, if you ſuppoſe theſe men to . W 


of the ſweeteſt of all . pleaſures, becauſe their 


| thinking powers themſelyes ſhall ceaſe, it ſeems 
| to me a juſt doubt, whether, after the mind 
| is once poſſeſſed of that thought, it be le 


ever after to think fo highly and worthily of 


| that Being, who has indeed with great 2 


expreſſed his power and art. Nevertheleſs man; 


the nobleſt part of the viſible creation, and the 
virtuous man, who moſt nearly reſembles him, 


[and therefore one would think ſhould be the 
chiefeſt object of his care, ] is in duration of far 


leſs continuance than the dead, material parts 


of it: has no prerogative above the ſinner as to 
continuance, and even his higheſt pleaſures, 
upon reflection, create him the greateſt ſor- 


| rows, fince they muſt all be parted with in 
a little time. For, if annihilation be in it ſelf 


the object of our ſtrong averſion, what a damp 
muſt it caſt upon all devotion, to think, that 


the moſt exquiſite pleaſures muſt at lat reſolve” 
into infenſibility ; and yet the principles of 


reaſon oblige us to love God with our hearts 


and fouls. I may add here, that our reaſon- 
Y able Powers are of all others the ſloweſt in 
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coming into exerciſe, and yet all confeſs that 


they are the nobleſt: how ſtrange is it, that 


thoſe powers which are fo late in their exerciſe} 
and require ſo much pains to cultivate them; 


ſhould be ſo ſhort in duration, when Senſe and 


Fancy almoſt as ſoon as we 2275 are in fome 
— of their objects? oY g 45 
I come now to enquire, hate bad men 
are puniſhed, in this life, in ſuch a degree; as 

that the evils they feel, conſequent upon anl. 


greſſion, are ſufficient, if duly attended wm 


reſtrain from vice. 


I xnow;, if we cond der ally the eien 


even the ſu ppoſition of future puniſhment does 


not operate upon multitudes to cauſe any re- 


formation, But that which I am now to con- 


ider, is, whether, in the nature of things, a 
fufficient reſtraint be laid upon ſuch as are diſs 


ſed to act viciouſly, Pg nothing 
ture: '0 


| Now the checks upon men b a; eicher 


from the conſideration of the moral turpitude 


of the action, or from the natural effects of 
vice upon the bodily conſtitution, or the un- 
eaſineſs the ſinner may feel in eontradicting the 


judgment of his own mind, the diſapprobation 


of God, the diſcredit it may bring upon hin 
from men, or the puniſhments annexed to 


wrong action by humane laws. 
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As to the turpitude of immoral actions, this 
WW indeed appears plain in the groſſer acts, and in 
SW thoſe eſpecially which are contrary to nature; 
iti other inſtances it requires a finer eye to fee 
the deformity, fo as to create à ſuitable aver- 
= fon, when any temptation ariſes from intereſt 
er luſt. For we very often fee that men, by 
me influence of their pafſions, are led on to 
erpetrate the fonleſt crimes, when once the 
bdeart is influenced by nouriſhing the criminal 
 dclice. 5 


Hou often do princes, for the fake of glory 
and dominion, ſacrifice the lives of multitudes 
es ef innocent people, and break through the 
ctrongeſt ties of humanity? And with what 
equency do private men tranſgreſs the rules 
ef juſtice, and ſtifle the ſenſe of honour and 
pains to do this; but the proſpect of ſome me 
eereſt or pleafure, not otherwiſe attainable, 
when ſuffered to fix upon the mind, and to 
ner eat the imagination, may, by degrees, ſo far 
eaken the ſenſe of the evil, that the unea- 
ness they find in ſuſpending the gratification 
in- f thoſe deſires, may carry them on with that 
the oolence that may hinder the operation of rea- 
n in ſerious reflection, although: their notion 
um lat it is evil may ſtill remain. e 


II this caſe, a ſtrong fear of danger ſeen 


mind, 


KN : : 
TVC 
Tw ⁵˙·—¹AAA ˙ w 


Ko 
* 7 


© bh the Princi ples of Reaſon. 57 


Whdceenoy? I grant, it generally coſts men ſome 


yolutely neceſſary to aid the judgrinent of the 
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mind, and its neceſſity is too much confirmed 


the preſent pleaſure, the ſtrongeſt deſire will 
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by general experience. Paſſion tends to cloud 
reaſon, when once admitted; and what can 
guard againſt the ſtrong impulſe of the proſpect 
of pleaſure, but the foreſight of greater con 
ſequent evil which will follow upon criminal 
indulgences? Were there no biaſs upon the 
mind by the influence of paſſion, undoubtedly 


"reaſon would carry it; for as has been obſerved | 
before, no reaſonable Being would oppoſe 4 


reaſonable rule of life, were it not for the 


weight of concupiſcence on the other fide, 


And our paſſions would not ordinarily gain 
thoſe advantages, were they timely reſiſted; 
but paſſion ſooths and flatters, and the deſire 
of pleaſure will, when the imagination is fall'd | 


with it, prevail againſt the dictate of the mind, 


that the ation is wrong, if the pleaſure of en- 


Joying appears far greater than the pleaſure of 


abſtaining ; or, if the pain that follows doing 
contrary to right, does not appear greater than | 


ſway the Agent to determine that way it di- 

rects: For things do not operate upon us merely 
by their rectitude, but alſo by their aptitude to 

create pleaſure or pain; and therefore when- 
ever pleaſure appears, and nothing of equal 
force to oppoſe it, the deſire of happineſs being 
the moſt radicated principle in us, it will pre- 
wail againſt the notion of truth, if conformity i 
togtruth does not afford the greateſt pleaſure 
when all things are compared. It is in this 
caſe ſuppos'd, that there is ſome good appear 
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di the Principles of Reaſon. 59 
greater than any other, only truth or juſtice 
cloud WR fands in its way ; I muſt break through ſome 
; Can rights of others to come at it, yet the thing is 
(pet greatly to be deſired, and I languith for the 
con- Want of it. Is it not plain here, that unleſs 
ninal the rules of right are fortified by the annexing 
the ſuch proſpects of ſuperior degrees of evil, as 
tedly WW hall guard the Laws of right, that there are 
ved not ſufficient diſcouragements to moral evil? 
fe 2 And ſince, according to the preſent ſuppo- 
the ſition, there is no future puniſhment, maſt 
ſide, chere not be, in the preſent diſpenſation of. 
gain God, ſuch a difference in the ſtate of bad men, 
ted ; to that of the good, as ſhall, if duly conſidered, 
efire be a ſufficient diſcouragement to vice; and if 
fill'd it be not ſo now, then certainly there is 4 fu- 
und, ture ſtate. | 23 


e of Tux caſe is this; the Sinner does prefer 
oing BF ſomewhat to virtue, as moſt pleaſing and de- 
than WW fireable to him, although he cannot fay the 
will way is virtuous in it ſelf: One is ſtruck with. 
di- che beauty of another man's wife, and cannot 
be eaſy without enjoying her: Another could 
de to live much more to his content if he was maſter 
hen- of ſo much money, which he deſpairs to obtain 
ina juſt way. Theſe men do not loſe the no- 
eing tions of right and wrong, yet they give the pre- 
pre- ference to theſe pleaſures and advantages: 
mity Theſe are greater goods to them; and, in ſuch 
ure a caſe, what can reſtrain, but the fear of a 
this greater conſequent evil? Without this, the 
dea man is left unguarded. | 
=. „ "BOD 
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"Box upon our des hypo theſis, cas 
no evil to come, all is in this 52 Let us then 
conſider the ſtren gth of thoſe evils _ arg 
preſent. | | 


- Bois 1 men impair their health, and bun 
their conſtitutions, and bring upon themſelves 
diftempers, and a ſpeedier death. 


 F 6RANnT that theſe things, ts they 
come, are ſufficient to make a man ſee his 
folly. But theſe are by no means the diſtin- 
guilhing puniſhments of vice, although they 
are the effect of it in ſuch perſons; becauſe 
a virtuous man, even in the purſuit of his vir- 
tue, may by over-intenſe ſtudy, and painful 
labour i in the acquiſt of it, bring diſeaſes and 
death upon himſelf ſooner, than if he had not 
applied chi thoughts with ſo much vigour to 
char courſe of action. How many of the moſt 
brave and virtuous part of mankind have im- 
d their health, introduced diſtempers, and 
nah been cut off in the midſt of their days? 


AGAIN, it is worthy conſideration, that this 
renders the Sinner FS more criminal, in that- 
he makes light of, and puts ſo little value upon 
the bleſſings of health, ſtrength, and life, by 
ſacrificing theſe to his pleaſures, | 


IT ought alſo to be conſidered, that many, 


by the firmneſs of their conſtitutions, eſcape 
_ theſe 


en ih Prinetples of Reaſon. 6r 
theſs evi, and extend life $0 its common terra | 
although they are very vicious, 


W 1s the uncaſivefs the finner feels be objedt. 
d, as he ſtands condemned in his own mind, 
Z this, ſuppoſing nothing future, will have but 
W little effect; for, as the operations of Conſcie 
= ence which are pungent, ariſe fram the fears 
et future judgment, if there be no ground for 
2 uy ſuch _ the — of his TD 
eeſt upon the intrinke evil, or turpitu | 

on which I have before conſidered. = 


THe diopprobuticn of God whes 101 
nothing farther to be fear'd than what there is 
= obſcry'd to attend the Tranſgreſſor at preſent, 
Will ſignify as little: if there be ſorne temporal 
calamities that befal bad men, there are 


not rally more and greater that attend a ſtate of vir- 
- to. due; and conſequently, ſince there is a great — 
zoft cot pains to be taken in reforming vicious | 
— wen will excuſe cbemſe ves fron that labour. 


a „„ 
Wy countenance, although the — man- 
lind diflike lach practices. on 


4s to human Laws, they cencern outward . 
ons, and tales no. cogeizance of what. | 
Within. A man. may be as wicked as he 


in reſpact —ñ —— — 


n 25 toy ils ctanant; alan; Ty Ryo 


Cau- 


62 A Future State, Sc. 
cautious management; he may be very bad in 
himſelf, and miſchievous: to others, Ji 
incurring much danger, except in ſome caſes, 
And therefore, although Laws have their great 
uſe, yet they are not calculated to ſetve as uni- 
verſil remedies againſt fin; fo that, if all the 

puniſhment of fin terminates in this world, 
there does not appear a ſufficient reſtraint up- 
on moral evil; no, nor ſufficient ſecurity to 
civil Government it ſelf, which cannot ſubſiſt 

(as. men are diſpoſed generally) without the 
proſpects of futurity. And therefore all Laws 
givers have been forc'd to introduce a belief of 
the Gods, _ a future Fave to awe the multitude, 


 I'MiGnr add to all this the confidertls 
on that God is the Governor of the World, 
neceſſarily infers, that he will ſufficiently vin- 
dicate his own Laws, and ſupport his own 
authority ; and will, with an even hand, Al 
penſe good or evil according to the merit or 
demerit of the ſubject, all things confider'd; 
Order is dear to the Deity, as being that which 
appears beautiful and lovely to him; and 
who voluntarily and continuedly pervert it; 
offend againſt him; and therefore from his 
holineſs he is inclin'd to puniſh an impenitent 
tranſgreſſor: This is in it ſelf right and fit, 
and therefore God will do it; unleſs it can be 
nd, that in this World there are ſufficient- 
y diſtinguiſhing puniſhments upon very wick- 
ed men, which, from the — does 1 


appear to be at reſent inflicted. . 
_ 7 6 H A P. 
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ſes, 7 nl 

mi- 

che | Some Axioms Jaid down, and Conclu- 
ld, ons drawn from them to prove the 
up- Ute and Advantage of an expreſs 
755 Kevelation. 
9 ROM what has been 5 1 
7 may ſafely depend on the perſpi- 
ide | cuity and clearneſs of ſuch princi- 
__ _ CERN ples as theſe, viz. That I am a 
at- creature of God, dependent on him both for 
1g, being, its continuance, and for every advanta- 
15 Lious circumſtance that attends my being. 
wn Hence allo it appears, that as I am a creature, 
„and as ſuch, dependent; fo I am as plainly a 
diſ- „ 

tor ſubject of his Government, whoſe I am, and; 
d, on whom I depend. And as all Beings derive 
ich their exiſtence from a firſt cauſe, ſo that un- 
hey originated Beins 1 be Rector and Lord 
it, 1 of all. 82 
his 1b Hh 5 i „ 
tent Rock ED therefore to lay down a few. 
gt axioms, on which I would ſupport ſome other 
hs moral principles. 


Aub, Bf; that Being whinhs 3a a : 
is poſſeſſed of unalterable perfection; or, of. 
an n invariable rectitude of nature. 
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ALL effects which 2 immediat iy 7 
from, or are directly produc'd by this Being, 
muſt be uniform and regular, 


VAR To ss and different Ends, fuck! ms, 
as are inconfiſtent with, or contradictory to 
each other, could never be either deſign'd or 
effected by ſuch an, agent or cauſe, ſince they 
would prove a want of that inoariable l, 
tuge of Nature, which muſt ever chars eg 


tha Being which is their ſuppoſed caufs, 


Iv Eads thus repugnamt᷑ to each other ce 
never be the object of fuch a Being's 
or purſuit, neither can any Means bs ever p 
pos d, appointed, or ordained by bim, 
ate ſuited to Mm ſuch 50 


Tur whole frame of | elde 
prove, that the good or Mappe! of the eres 
ture was the great End the Creator had is 
vIOW ; for this cou'd only econfiſt with the 
iefs or benignity of his natwre whe 
brought them into being; — this is ſtrongly con. 
firm'd by a ſeries of continued acts of his provi- 
denee- contributing thereunto: and it & by 
means of our comparing the footſteps of Ce. 
ting power, with the methods and order 6f 
providential government that we can come at 
ch demonſtrative evidbnce, and clean Idbas 
of the perfection of cur Being, whoſe agen 
cies or influences we diſeery to; be- aiiformaly 
ruby wiſe and good, _ 


x 
„ 
3 


e 


* 


Ev Rx diſpoſition in the creature to con- 
tradict and oppoſe the law of his Make, or 
of the relations which attend his Being; and 
oery of thoſe uncaſy ſenſations which are the 
reſult of ſuch diſpoſitions, muſt have their ori- 
einal in ſome other cauſe ; inaſmuch as a ſup- 
WWpoſition that they could be ori inated in the 

vill, deſign, or influences of the Creator 4 
=, would be to prove him inconſiſtent with 
himſelf, and deſtroy the attribute of invariable 
perfection; for, {Ss Creature's irregularities, 
pain and miſery, are direct oppoſites to order, 
ruie, law, and happineſs, the pure inſtitutions 
of the Deity, and therefore cannot poſſibly 
claim the ſame original. We 


LA or rule of Action, not only ſuppoſes 
authority, but ſubjection alſo. Put no crea» 
ture can be a moral agent, and as ſuch fubje&t» 
ed to any rule of conduct, without a capacity. 
And this capacity of the creature muſt not on- 
ly qualify him for an obſervance of that Law. 
or Rule to which he is ſubjected, but to prove 
him a moral Agent, this his capacity muſt be 
attended alſo with a freedom or liberty either 
to conform to the Law under which he is ſub-. 
jected, or to. refuſe ſuch conformity; other- 
Wiſe, he can be no moral agent; inaſmuch as 
an incapacity of ſuch variation of conduct, 
od deſtroy his agency, and render him a 
paticnt; and of conſequence, the whole of his 
eonduct would be mechanical and neceſſary. ; 
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I Wov LD in the next place draw fach 
ConcLus1oNs as are proper to ſhew, that 
the reaſon of things, or the religion of nature, 
its light and documents, do no way forbid or 
* the unfitneſs of a farther Revelation. 


AnD if the former Propoſitions be juſt, t 
will plainly appear, | 


. TH AT there never was any divine law 
given to man as a rule of action, that was an 
arbitrary and unreaſonable inſtitution. But on 
the contrary, it muſt in its nature, defign, and 
tendency be fit and proper; 1. e. as fitneſs k 
found to ariſe from the proportion of things in 
the ſeveral relations they bear to each other: 
neither can it ever be ſuppos'd that the all Per- 
Felt mind can ever deviate” from ſuch an inva- 
riable law as this reaſon or fitneſs, which would 
be to differ from himſelf; for this proportion 
is the eſtabliſhment of infinite wifdom, and 
unerring underſtanding, and is eternally inſe- 
parable from it, 


2. Ir the fitneſſes of things *, 1 they ail 
from their ſeveral relations and proportions, be 


the eſtabliſhment of infinite wiſdom and good- 


neſs; then as whatever contradicts and diſturbs 
this fitnels- cannot claim the ſame origination 


* By th fitneſſes of things here I dt 5 underſioo to 
mean ſomething relative, ſuch as may be known, 7 the re ſpect 
proper means ha ve to their end. 


further Nevelatiam 67 
hy fo it will hence follow, that 2 Being poſſeſs d 
ſuch of perfect wiſdom and goodneſs, cannot equal- 
that ly approve of ſuch contrarieties, nor treat the 
ture, [ſubjects of them with alike eſteem and appro- 
id of bation. How far ſuch kind of reſentment as 
Bo i found in the creature may be ſuppos'd to 
I bave a place in the divine mind I pretend not 
iſt, it 0 determine: whatever of this is inconſiſtent 
AF vith invariable perfection of nature, I con- 
clude cannot be admitted there: nevertheleſs I 
- lay am perſuaded of the truth of this, v/z. that as 
as an creatures muſt be very differently affected to- 
ut on Wards good and evil, right and wrong, in or- 
and der to the perfection of their natures, or which 
1 6 ö much the fame, a greater reſemblance of 
12s in heir Maker, ſo it will remain as an unavoid- 
ther: ble conſequence that the moſt perfect Being, 
per- _ ci Mater, muſt be differently Rs, and 
inva- conduct differently towards theſe different ob- 
„ould Mects; otherwiſe, the natures of things are al- 
tion erable, and what is truth or goodneſs in him, 
and of 2 very different nature to what it is in the 
"ſc. reature; or at leaſt, truth and fitneſs, and 
bei contraries muſt appear in an indifferent 
osht to him, although their great diſagree- 
N ent, and wide oppoſition is made evident to 
8, be he creature, even to that creature, the perfe- 
—_ ion of whoſe nature can only conſiſt in the 
turbs eſemblance he bears to the perfections of this 
tion, 115 Mater. But this cannot be the caſe, bem 
” HAR auſe the invariableneſs of that ſelf-enjoyment, 
700d to or poſſeſſion which God has of himſelf, re- 
reſpet galts tom rectitude of nature; and the unori- 
ſo | : 2 gination 
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68 The Advantage of @ 


gination and unchangeableneſs of that recti. 
tude, is that, and that alone, wherein it can 
differ from the happineſs of created regular 
agents: therefore whatever contradicts and 
oppoſes . ſuch a regularity of nature, cannot 
poſſibly be agreeable to an -unchangeably wiſe 
and good Being, but muſt according to the 
degree of its deviation be diſlik d and diſap- 
prov'd by him; at the ſame time, conſiſtently 
enough with the perfection and bleſſedneſs of 


his own being: and indeed all good Mriter, 


when they have attempted to deſcribe a truly 
pious er good man, have repreſented him as 


one that expreſs'd a veneration and eſteem for his 


Maker, by an abhorrence of every affront that is 


offered by another to his authority, as well as by a 


circumſpect regard to the law of his own make: 
ſo the ſacred Writers have expreſs d it; Ne that 
love the Lord, hate evil. — Now altho' loving, 
and hating be affections in the creature, hien 
by their irregularities produce pain and miſery, 
yet theſe under due regulations are never at- | 
tended with ſuch conſequences, but on the 
contrary,. become as it were, the very capaoi- 
ties of happineſs :- and why an invariably regu- 


lar approbation and diſapprobation, attended 
with a conduct ſuitable thereunto, muſt not 


ever be preſent with an infinitely unerring un- 
derſtanding, I ſee no reaſon at-all to diſpute of 
deny. | 

x 3. FROM former axioms it will alſo appear, 
that if any created free agent ſhould deviate 
| 77 | LS from 
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further Revel ation. 3 69 | 
from the law of relation which attends his make 
and condition of being, ſuch deviation will in- 


Can 
gular troduce new and different circumſtances and re- 
and MT lations; even ſuch as could have no exiſtence 
nnot prior to ſuch deviation. For inſtance; Man, 
wile as a reaſonable creature and a free agent is the 
the pure workmanſhip of the Creator, fitted by his 
iſap- WY {everal powers to conform to the law of his 
ently make, and in ſuch a ſtate of ſubjection, he ap- 
ſs of pears anſwering the end of his being; and as a 


liege ſubje& of his Lord is entitled to his pro- 
tection and favour: But man violating this 
law, appears in a quite different light, con- 


Ir his founding the end of his being, and as à rebel 
hat is to his ſovereign forfeits all claim to his prote- 
by: <tion and favour ! And inſtead of that unver- 
ake: WA fal proportion, order, and harmony, Which 
- that was the priſtine conſtitution, ſtate, and condi- 
wing, tion of man, he introduces diſproportion, diſ- 
hien order, and diſcord. Hence we find, that al- 


iſery, chough the pure conſtitution of things invari- 
r at- ably propoſes ends, _ well as provides means 


the WW futticient to accompliſh thoſe ends} which are 
worthy the great author of all beings ; yet crea- 
ted moral agents can, not only refufe to con- 
form to that eſtabliſh'd order, but can, alſo in- 
vert it; yea, they can purſue even thoſe pro- 
poſed ends by means and methods which are 
_ unſuitable, and reverſe © from which it as evi- 
| dently appears, that although good is the great 
end propos'd by the — evil may be in- 


pear, | troduc'd and generated by e creatures coun- 
>Viate teracting, or neglecting the obvious and plain 


rules of proportion. 


* % . 
Y - 5 
3 7 
" 


* Tie 22 of 4 


4. Ix this condition, ak thus chun ti 
mankind appears, as having, in fact, univer- 
ſally miſuſed this freedom and power of choice 
and agency, and by this means introduced 4, 
order, and various evils into thoſe ſeveral rela- 
tions he bears to the ſyſtem of Beings and things 
around him; the ſpread of this defection ſo uni- 
verſally, has indeed received its chief aid from 
unjuſt methods of forming the temper and diſpo- 
fition of the mind in its infant ſtages; to which 
may be added, the continued force of Example, | 
and Cuſtom. 


5. IT will Sitheri appear, that although the 
ure conſtitution of nature, or more properly 
of God, ever did, and ever will afford ſufficient 
light and direction to man in all thoſe duties 
which univerſally reſalt from the relations he. 
naturally ſtands in to his Maker, or the crea- 
tion around him; yet this abuſe of his capatity 
having introduced new and unnatural circum- 
ſtances and relations, This firſf Law or Rule 
will be unequal to this ſickly, diforder'd ſtate 
of mankind, it having nothing remedial in its 
whole conſlitution 
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6. Ir we conſider the great Being as man's 
| Rector and Lord, and as ſtill propoſing the 
| IIHF good or happineſs of this his diſordered creature, 
IR SES: by providing means, or directing to methods 
„ through which this good or happineſs may yet 
be obtained; This conſideration muſt lead us 
2 1:41:18 to 
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further Revelation. ox 


to eſteem ſuch treatment as the effect of free 


| favour and unbounded goodneſs , - 


7. SUCH an interpoſal will not appear in any 
view repugnant to the firſt conſtitution, the 
pure law of nature, or to the immutability of 
the divine perfections; but, on the contrary, 
very conſonant to both: ſince the ft end is 
yet purſued by the great Creator, vi. the 
good of his creature. And this will farther 


| appear no way unworthy the Deity, if we con- 


fider, that as vice, and miſery its natural con- 
ſequent, are relations that neither were cauſed, 
generated, or brought into being * by any 
agency or influence of the fiiſt Cauſe, thereford 
their ſeveral laws, connections, or dependen- 


| cies, cannot defeat or obſtruct his kind and juſt 


inſtitutions taking place; for we are aſſured that 
the means he appoints in theſe neu circumſtan- 
ces are only adapted to obtain the it end in 
view, and differ only from the firſt inſtitution 
as they are remedying, recovering, or bringin 
back from ſuch a ſtate of deviation or aptn 


to miſtake or offend; and which therefore can- 


not, in any ſenſe, imply a repugnancy to that 
moſt pure and perfect conſtitution. I 
8. ALTo' it is true, that man may by the 
aid of unaſſiſted nature, or the light of reaſon, 
diſcern the degrees of his deviation from the law 
0 They, are properly non-entities, and as ſuch, not the ſubjeQts 
or effects of wiſdom or power: but are evidences of the abſence 
of every perfection af nature in the creature. of 


72 Te * #5 a 


of his make, yet it is as true, that this original 
Conſtitution provides no ſatisfattory expedient 
for the removal of that painful conviction, nor 
propoſes any certain method of obtaining quiet 
from a guilty conſciouſneſs: But then it muſt 
be RT that men, under ſuch painful con- 
victions, and in ſ uch a depraved condition, have 
been relieved; even ſo far, as to attain a ſettled 
tranquility of mind upon a rational and firm 
foundation! | conſequently, other methods or 
means than unaſſiſted nature could provide 
have been in all ages vouchſafed, by which 
— ends have been obtained; otherwiſe, effects 

ave been produced without any. Proper or ge. 
* cauſe ; ; Which i is impoffible 


9. T HAT ſome ſort of revelation has been 
afforded to man from the firſt ages of the world 
(I mean ſome notices ſuper-added to the reaſon 
of things, or that light which ariſes from thence) 
I think is evident from the moſt early accounts 
we have of mankind : there ſeem'd to be more 
Immediate impartments and directions vouch- 
ſafed to man, in the very firſt ages of the 
world; even Alam himſelf is re —— as 
converſing with the Logos. Beſides, by the 

ure light of nature teath could not have been 
| =o to be the rate or wages of fin ; but when 
it was known by revelation, and when facti- 
fices were introduced, the /: gt of nature could 
not point out any analogy between the rate of 
fin, as being the death of the finner, and the 


death of an innocent animal, as being — 


fame rate ; es; nor prove 3 ta. one. 
could commute 2 e the _ : Neither could 
this be done. by Revelation. Revelation might 
indeed dire& men in the beſt uſe of Sacrifices, | 
vis. as proper means of exciting contrition in 
the Sinner, and fo keep alive a ſenſe of the de- 
ert of fin in the World, till TRE SACRIFICE 


dave 
led thould be made; which ſhould prove an uni- 
firm verſal atonement, by giving the greateſt an 

3 or cleareſt evidence that the ſentence of death is 


vide reverſed, and a general indemnity proclaim'd 
nich upon the moſt caly and honourable terms to the 
2 children of men. | 
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1 CHA P. II. 

orld I proceed to give à general deſeription 
aſon of the Uſe 9 87 va 15 e 
nce) Revelation. 


unts 

nore IND Iam fully of opinion, that 920 
ich- % never was one conſiderate thinking 
the 4 man, who ever took a view of hu- 


d as Hane naturè, as concern d with the 
the great author of Being, and did not ſoon ſee 
Deen avant of 1 mercy on the fide of the creature ; 
then but mercy in its true nature is ſomething vo- 
nCT- luntary and free, and therefore cannot be un- 
ould il derſtood, or diſcern'd as neceſſarily ariſing from 
e of the known laws of nature; and, of conſe- 


quence, a revelation is wanting to ' ſupply this 
defect, How Revelation, more. TY the 
Cbriſtian Revelation, 5 this, 1 more 2 2 


9 b 


- 8 \ 4 * 


574 4 Deſeription of the Uſefulneſs © 
appear by an enquiry into thoſe means or me. 
thods it furniſheth * withal, in order to his 
relief. And ſomething like this we may ex- 
pect, fince the GoSPEL of Jeſus Chri/t imports 
a diſcovery of the will of God reſpecting the 
very caſe before us, v2. the recovery of man- 
kind to virtue and ſatisfaction of mind; or, in 
other words, to à perfection of nature. 


THAT the Chriſtian Revelation is of divint 
original, appears to me not only from thoſe 
py and worthy purpoſes it is ſo well caleu- 
lated to anſwer or promote ; but alſo from the 
apparent harmony of the ſeveral parts thereof, 
rictly and invariably referring to the fame 
great end. Beſides, there is this conſideration, 
v2. That motives of a worldly and low nature, 
and which are capable of a perverſe influence, 
are excluded the grand argument; and fuch 
only are repreſented as are worthy the great 
Being to propoſe, or man, conſidered as a rea- 
ſonable and immortal being, to regard, 
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Bur to come more fully to the point, I ſhal 
chuſe to be ſomewhat particular in enquiring 
what thoſe evils are which man has introduced; 

and in what manner they are removed by the 
Chriftian Revelation, A TM 
As to the evils; they are Vice and MISERY, 
Vice, wrong action, folly or fin, is of ſuch a 
nature, as that by repeated acts thereof adiſpolit- 
on to ſuch miſconduct is ſtrengthened, and falſe 
_ ideas of good encreaſe. As a conſequent of = 
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| of ile chriſtian Revelation, 75 


MiskRv, want of caſe, pain, horrour, dread, 
death, evils in every ſhape, diſtreſs the creature, 
and caſt an heavy ſhade over all its enjoyments: 
in which connected view we have man deſcri- 
bed; and had not the means of a recovery been 


vouchſafed, under ſuch circumſtances he muſt 
| forever have continued: for as Vice is no other 


than a contrariety to the reaſon and relation of 
things, or a violation of their ſettled order, fo the 


ſubyef of vice can in no view propoſe to himſelf 


any ſolid ſatisfaction ; for in ſucb a variation and 


contrariety, a ſucceſſion of uneaſy ſenſations 


muſtariſe, and at laſt death, as its natural, yea, 

production: Death, I fay, which, in 
the moſt narrow view of it, is a diſſolving of our 
preſent frame; but in a more extenſive ſenſe, 


s a ſeparating us from all good! TOE 


TuAr Revelation is a moſt proper means of 
man's relief, and recovery from ſuch circum- 
ſtances, may appear, by conſidering the ſeveral 
important advantages it affords us. As Fit, 


It ſets before out view ſeveral branches of that 
_ univerſal law which approves it ſelf to the reaſon - 


of every impartial mind, as rules, under proper 
conceſſions, of our conduct in every relation in 


which we ſtand to God, or the Creation; at 


the ſame time ſappofing us mutable and im- 


I deſcribes the ſeveral kinds as well as de- 


grees of deviation of which we are guilty; and 


deres and expoſes the vatious incentives of 
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” — r 8 — IN 
. . 
8 
1 - 


. 
hs 5 7 8 — — — — COR ct * - — — 1 _ s wir ein do arg is 1 * > — — — oy CES r 8 — — — = __ 
- You 2 2 vr * — 2 2 * 5 7 «4 * " — 8 2 A 1 — — 
8 — — VET = * a 2 — 2 = — 2 — e — 2 So — 8 — 7 5 — — _- — 5 
= 2 SEW 575 n — 2 x r 25 * 27 —_— were Ken — — s : — 2 ——. * 
2 He ey, - 7 4 * . 4 2 - vp > to. n — — by mag Y 5 i" 07S eo — - SE San Sr + 28 
1 p - — — 4 2 f 2 2. _— 2 2 . „22 o 
2 — — — 3 1 * " b 7 N " 8 2 * * ra — 2 — 1 - . — Mars. * r — 9 _ % <>. a — n __— 
* 2 0 2 2 — OTIS - eos 4 » 2 8 - — 95 wo ST 2 —— — 5 —_ 7 — 7 — A _ 
— — — — — = rg. — — — eee ID LIED ISS — — 4 22 — — — Luv oy B- > 6% = — — — : — == —— — — — 3 raed —— 
. es oe ee ; ” nay 
Y — — — 2 — — — Pp — — —— 7 * * * bh > " 4 # l 
22 * L = VL — — 2 "EE IS > adm 1 Nr — : as nee r 422 — —— 0 — — r r 6 & 3 EG 
6 2 ——— — pgs — — — - — — re — a ? * d K 4 . I - : — — 5 —— — EE — — 2 5 * SG — 
— —. — IS — — — * 4 * 4 4 _—_— 
EDD — 2 — —— —̃ͤ — — ==> — — ä | —— = — — — — 
— N ———— wo SS - * 2 . * * 2 © I DI — YL 5 3 * Aa IC * * 2 —— — 2 — £ * . 
4 —_ oo * , - —— R Jy e = 2 2 7 Wi — - 2 — — = — 1 8 
* > - ” . * — — —— 7 = ry 
4 — — _ = * — — O —_ a = L : — DI. — <=; —— "==" * 1 - org wr ge” DESERT ——— pes” noe ef "io — — 0 — n 
_ Koo ew _—_— 5 5 e — 4 LY a», # * 0 T. 1 7 * - — 2 — _ - — — 2 - 7 . —— — - S < by "3? J - 2 \ 
2 nu. AG = 2 2 2 r * * Lena oy * 1 - — — ». 4 — —. — Te — —— — a — r * 
— — . — 2 2 2 = — 2 7 — 5 pd — + — - — 22 7 7 — erte 3 5 — — RY R 
— — — 2 — — * = 2 5 . "= TD y > 2 . 
— bo — 64 - _ — omg —— — 4 = — 
— — —— ne * 2 — — — . — . * 2 — 
4 a . 1 —— 06 — — — 
8 — — — — AGLRSTIIES. <0 — — 
yy re ane tg > a — my 
% . 
. ” 
1 N . y by 'Q - 


* a $5 1 * „ 1 * 1 B vs * 
4 a PF * . ; : þ np « 1 2 i 3 3 Ps ” * . 
8 ** * 2 . 5 ah . 
++ , : wen? % L. 
mM C4 51 i 8 Wa 
20 4 92 cri; pion | e Us |; 
” 1 9 
* 


motives, Which occaſion ow - deviations, © 


N FOE directions. „„ e 7 hdd; 


1 T ales duffle 1 to 1 


the mind of the neceſſity of retracting fuck 


miſtakes and of diſallowing ſuch conduct. 
Ir propoſes methods well ſuited to WP” 


renity of mind. That this might appear in the 

moſt clear light, and with the greateſt certain- 
God authoriz'd his Son; the man Jeſus 

Chriſt, a lover of men, to do many things 


which ſhould have a tendency this way; by 
which he might ſhew himſelf ready to re- ad. 


mit into his well ordered creation he /ons of 


men, and not ſuffer the puniſhment o their 
fins to be remedileſs. For Inſtance, _ 


ALTHOUGH this Feſus, by a ſteady and 
uniform obedience to the /aw and ſettlement 


of things, juſtify'd the fitneſs of its Erpel 


and condemned man's diſobedience; yet he 


along taught Sinners, that repentance and ſin- 


cere obedience ſhould be accepted with God. 
AGAIN, becauſe example frequently gives 


the greater force to precept, he undertook a 


courſe of obedience and ſubjection to God in 
thoſe very relations and circumſtances that hus 
man infirmities had introduc'd, and under ſome 
of the greateſt inconveniencies and hardſkups 


to which it could be ſubjected, that he might 
F n the force of influence 1 us 


* 


— i pw 


4 * Chriſtian e 7 7 


and become 2 1 85 ws of « our im- 2 
tation. 9 


15 1 H E expreſ a the nobleſt Fe Vi of 955 2 
505 giveneſ of our enemies, in his laſt agonies 


even a gon compaſſion for mankind; 
at the ſame time ſuch a truſt in, and refignas - 
tion and ſubmiſſion to God at his death, as 


* render him a moſt uſeful — for the imi- : 
ſeſus tation of all his followers, | | = 
"7 vr A, be dyd that he might riſe n $i —_ 
be this was the appointed mean of his procuring Th 
- as well as proving the certainty of an A. f 
her reſurrectionof que bodies after death; — na Y 

We roſe again with ſuch a body in form and lory | 

<P as all his diſciples ſhall aſſume by che aid of _ 
ot his mighty . e e 
xx He aſcended into heaven in qual: w of his 
* diſciples forerunner, and took his place at the 
. right hand of majeſty, or at the ſeat of power; 
" by and this as the recompence of his whole conduct 


on earth; and has all power given to him as 

Goerner and Lord of men! from which ſtate 
of dominion, he, according to his own pro- 5 
miſe, beſtows favours on mankind ; affording * 
them every needful wPPIYs both for their *. 
cour and comfort. | 17 

And, Lash, An Ar men may be re- 
liey d under a conſtant and reaſonable 


* 
2 


— - 


— ——̃ — 


_ — 
ſw — 
Ho — 


— 


ws o 
"1% 13 
1 * : 
5 * ＋ 
dt 0 4 
7 1 ps 
* 2 ©. 
9 
p 
- . A = 4 
4 2 
7. „ 
> 3 
12S 
Et „ 
92 C 1 00 
0 N 3 
2 
7 * 


z even to 


unto him 


agment 


fu 


4 


3 
mitted 


— 2 — 


A 
II — - 


52: 


E 


* p 


* 4 
7 3 
* 


ces of | 


P 


S, 


— 
— — 


our int 


] 


E 
5 
= 
E 


b 


le dir 


t 


cogen 


le 


Agr 
am 


— 


—̃ — U——v— — — 


P 
ence 


the mbſt conſl 


* 


_— >. 42 
j 4 
=” 25 To 
a 5 a * 
. - 1 
ow * 4 
0 : 
+54 
* 2 . * 
? < 
: 
\ 


4 
, „ 


** 


@% 


uman- 4 
ch the I 


TIO 


* 


rin 


to v 


Il calculated to 
g. h 
hi 


of reſto 


- 


muſt be allow 
ves which REvELA 


mot! 
ign 
ſted by r 


y 
great defi 


"7 


expe 
3 
man 


d 


— 


are 


enevol 


the 
its utmoſt 


r 4-2. DA rates : 
... IS =. ann: — SS 


=P * 


ection 


7 

Was 2 
9 . 

F 
- +28 
ab AN 
* 

+ 


pr 
= 


repugnant to the 


* 


"| 


mmorzves 


a 


time no w 


reaſon 


ch 


, 


* 


* 


the ſame 


e 


tend 


perfect 


clightful 2 prof 
= 


- _— on O 
4 4 . 
2 s 4 C 
0 A be 
Y 3 « 
"4 = x 7 
7 
9 by 
: FI "4.48 
- 
1 — 
% RY 
7 
1 +l 
q * - 
* 


— 


* 


b 


EX 


- 


How d 


d 


a . 


on, to a 


or unfitneſſes 


* 


* 


3 
of a 


the whole 
ve US; 


gi 
m 
tneſſes 
tions or bĩaſſe 


4 


taken fro 


89 


IS 


25 ICC — 


7, 1 qe —ů— — 


WAS no —— 
8 WS 


* 
- OWN 


3 


revelati 
8 


of 
erein 


certain 


anc 
Ng b 


connection w 
Ote, 


2 Den 


alo 


1. 
£ 


- 
7 - 
2 -þ 


* 


{t 
* - 


B 
O1 


ed 


— 


5 


1 
. 


* 


ences 


conſequ 


— 


their m 


— 


354 


es? afli 
the 


ous view of 


— 


oy 


- 
oY 


bear with 


fi 


— 
LY 


Ie 
Vi 


— 


ob 


Deere 


